Such a program of aid to parents of
~ non-institutionalized children has been

employed in the state of Michigan for
the past 3 years. Unlike the monthly sti-
pend which natural and foster parents
receive under New York's present pro-
gram, no direct advancement is made to
parents,

David Rosen, director of the Oakland-
MacCombs Regional Office of Mental
Retardation in Michigan, and a member
of the Willowbrook Review Panel, ex-
plains how that program works.

“What we do is admit the family to
our family-care caseload. Then we pro-
vide funds for a trainer to come into the
home and work with the client, thus
freeing the parents to have more time
for their other children, take partime
employment, or just have a few hours
reprieve from the overwhelming task of
caring for a handicapped child. We keep
the family on our caseload and our case
managers continue to check on the situ-
ations, seeing that programs are appro-
priate and making changes where neces-
sary.”

In addition to providing specially
trained homemakers, the Michigan pro-
gram allows an individual contract to be
drawn up for each family, wherein
funds are appropriated for specific ser-
vices: i.e.. therapy, prosthetic devices,
wheelchairs and even home modifica-
tions.

Even though Bill finally got his city
job a couple of years ago, the family is
just about making ends meet. They
can't afford to have a ramp put in so
Marcy can get around more easily in
her wheelcahir and, despite hospitaliza-
tion benefits that have minimized medi-
cal bills, there is still part of the cost of
wheelchairs and braces to be absorbed
by the family. not to mention the cost of
having to provide diapers for their par-
tially toilet-trained daughter.
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Bill makes $100 too much a year to
qualify for Supplemental Secgnty.ln-
come and the family is also ineligible
for food stamps.

“Okay, nobody said, ‘have six chil-
dren,’ but nobody said, ‘have a handi-
capped child, either,” says Ann of some
people’s insensitivity to her family’s

ight.
ph’lghough she’s appreciative of home-
maker service that she has been allowed
under a special state program, sh_e
doesn’t feel that the 12 hours a week it
provides are enough. “When they first
started last year, they gave us 20 hqurs
of help; now we're down to 12. It's a
‘help, but, if I had extra money, I cou)l,d
hire someone to work with her longer.

Miss Hoffman and others have cited
the task of determining eligipility as a
major stumbling block to the implemen-
tation of a funding program such as Mi-
chigan’s here, but the state might pat-
tern its criteria on that very same
model. Rosen explains that his program
admits clients who have been adjudjed
“‘institution eligible’’ and whose
parents’ financial picture meets the
terms of a means test normally admin-
istered before institutionalization.

Reflecting on such a program'’s future
in our state, Rosen observes tl}at “It
would be a good fiscal move since it
would cut the cost of institutionaliza-
tion. It would also be invaluable in keep-
ing kids out of institutioqs in the flrgt
place, by making it easier ,for their
parents to keep them at home.’
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