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"The state is paying some parents of
retarded children substantial sums for
doing the “right thing” — something
other parents say they have been doing
for vears without any monetary com-
pensation,

While the state will supply approxi-
mately $3.500 annually to parents taking

their children out of the Willowbrook \

Developmental Center, those who never
placed their children in the institution
receive no such funding froin the state:

When Governor Carey signed the Wil-

lowbrook consent decree last year, pav-
ing the way for, sweeping changes at the
Island developmental center, one of jts
prime mandates called for the place-
ment of Willowbrook residents back into
the community, In fact, the state was
even willing to spend some money to
support its contention that family love
and the home environment are equally
as important a part of rehabilitation ag
physical and occupational therapy.
- Those parents. who apparently su-
Spected the same years ago and-kept
their retarded children at home, got a
financial slap in the face when the De-
partment of Mental Hygiene unveiled its
plan to further successful community
placement for Willowbrook residents.

As an incentive for parents to reclaim
their offspring, it made them eligible
for family care funding to the tune of
$291.70 a month — $273.70 for home-care
for their child, plus an $18 monthly al-
lowance for the child.

Community residents offering their
services as foster parents to the 200 Wil-
lowbrook clients who are native Is-
landers, are glso eligible for such re-
muneration. & = .
,-Natural parents who decided against
Institutionalization in the first place are
eXcluded from such state funding. Con-
silder the situation of this Annadale cou-
ple:

Ann and Bill were surprised when
they became the parents of twins in
1967. They weren't prepared for it. but
neither were they too panicked by the
prospect of now having to provide for
six children.

Bill didn’t have the greatest job, but
his name was “on the list” for a city
job, #nd, when the kids were &lf in
school, Ann could take partime work.
They knew they’d never be rich, but an-

ticipated a fairly-comlortable Existence
“for their family. * - L IHRY W 9gal

They were soon to' léarn that they
could not set the stage for the playing of
their own life script.

It was when the twins, Allison and
Marcy, were three months-old that Ann
began to notice marked differences in
their behavior. Allison was raising her
head, kicking her feet, turning over.
Marcy just lay quietly in her crib. She
brought this to the attention of their pe-
diatrician.- He had His suspicions, but,

must be a devastating diagnosis, he re-
ferred them to a neurological pediatri-
cian, ; e

His suspicions were confirmed. Marcy
had cerebral palsy. j

Though they knew there was no cure
for their infant’s condition, Ann and Bill
were determined to provide her with
every opportunity to make progress —
and to keep her at home. If it took all
their time, energy and money, they
vowed that their severely retarded
daughter would not be placed in an insti-
tution.

Ann is just one of many parents who
feel that they are being “punished” for ,‘
electing to-keep their mentally retarded
offspring at home. “They won't give us
any help,” she says bitterly, “yet, I fig-
ure, over the years, we've saved the
state a lot of money.”

During Marcy’s lifetime, they’ve
saved the state $225,000, since it would
have cost $25,000 to maintain her in-an |
institution for each of her -gx;r% years.
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And, underéx

- continte to save the ‘state money, Whﬂé'ﬁ .
having to struggle making do with their. *

own.
“It’s like these people are being paid |
to take their kids out of Willowbrook,”
Ann remarks. “I never even considered
placing Marcy there for a minute; I |
knew they couldn’t give her the love and
attention her family could.” ,
When the Department of Mental Hy-
giene developed the Metropolitan Place-
ment Unit to coordinate the -disperse-

t of Willowbrook residen |
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community, it ‘gave’
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wrong. ¢

thing”

“enter into Individual Purchase of Ser-:
vices Agreements. Through these, it can
contract for any type of specialized ser-
Vice'not already provided to a client in
the community. When the service agree-
ment runs out, money to extend it is
available through Chapter 620 of 1974
mental hygiene legislation. This money
follows the resident into the community
and is available to him throughout his
lifetime. g

"' If none of the existing agencies, Sta-
.ten Island Aid for the Retarded, United

paert? = Cerebral Palsy, Mental Health Society, |
Taiher than mike whit e Wei #ore | *ean provide a particular service to the

non-institutionalized person, his parents
have no recourse through purchase of
services agreements. They must pay out
of their own pockets. ;

Whether or not, as Ann contends, nat-
ural parents are in effect being
“bribed” to take their children home,
one thing is evident — they are being
funded for performing the parental
duties that some parents of brain-in-
jured children never relinquished.

“It's like busing,” insists Cora Hoff-
man, to explain the Department of Men-
tal Hygiene's funding policy. Special as-
sistant to department deputy
commissioner Thomas Coughlin, Miss
Hoffman contends that “it's a tempo-
rary remedial measure to meet the
measures of the consent decree.”
Though she admits that ““legal people
are up in arms,” because they feel this
remedial measure absolves parents
from their legal obligations to their
child, she does not feel that what the de-
partment is doing is fundamentally

e major Tobus of the consent de-
é:ﬁéﬁb place people in the least re-
strictive environment, their home. We
must provide protection from harm as a
constitutional right. This was a way to
make up for the harm we’'ve done these
people in the institutions.” _

Claiming that the department did not
mean to discriminate against parents
who kept their children at home, she
mentions that there is currently talk of
extending money to them, though no leg-.

slation to that effect is pending at the

__present time. .
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