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The window of Barbara Blum’s offipe
on the 57th floor of the World Trade
Center looks north into Manhattan, If s:
a Dbreathtaking view. Ironically, the
View gives Barbara Blum a chance each
day to look at the problem that faces
her and the staff of the Metropolitan
Placement Unit,

In _Manhattan. as well as in the com-
munities of the city’s other four
boropghs. you can look all you want but
you just can’t find adequate services to'
take care of the needs
tarded population.
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"Thus far, the"Metropolitan Placement

Uﬂi has gottefi rave reviews from men- .

i tal hygiene observers. “If it can be
. done,”” Alan Saperstein of the U.S.

Health, Education and Welfare Depart-
?;ne_r;t says, “I'm told Barbara Blum can
oit.” : i
Whether it can be done, however, is -
the question. The population remaining .
at Willowbrook is, for the most part, se-,
.verely retarded and multiply handi-
capped. Philosophically, the bureaucra-
€y is just coming to grips with the idea |
that severely retarded persons can -
‘make progress. 3
That idea still does not sit well in"

“There is an absolute scarcity of re:: | many quarters. For example, Dr. Ran-.'

sources,” says Mrs. Blum, director of
the five-month-oid state unit whose job
s to find community residences for
4,137 former and present residents of :
Willowbrook Developmental Center, - io

Lack ot resources is just one of e
difficulties faced by the Metropolitan’’
Placement Unit (MPU), although it 1;;’
perhaps the most serious, 1Bl

""They've got so many hurdles,"
ofig high-level source in the Departmen

of Mental Hygiene. “You can be suré of;

tids: Barbara Blum will earn.her $48,814
3 o - > . ] . &

-In order to succeed, the Metropolitan.
Placement Unit must overcome  the’
state’s history for dumping disabled
persons, the non-existence of a place-
ment model, the lack of community re-
sources, the community’s fear of the re-
tarded, the city and state fiscal crisis
#0¢
For a look at Daphne’s ‘“‘home-
coming” and at the efforts to pro-
 vide more foster care on the Island,
see Sandra Zummo's story today on
Page 17, :
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and countless bureaucratic oostacles,

“I've never heen so frightened,” Mrs.
Blum says, half-joking, half-serious.

And well she and her staff should be a _
bit frightened. The MPU is attempting’:
to do what has never been done in New"
York City: Develop a series of commu-
nity residences with a concurrent ser-
vice network to insure that retarded
people are not “‘dumped” from institu-
fiops. | o i :

"“We're all on’ new ground,” admits_

gasamy Natarajan, the former clinicgl”,
director at Willowbrook, calls the:
state’s placement plans “hogwash.’” Dr,
Natarajan says that 1,029 present Wil
lowbrook residents are “‘totally and phyi
sically ‘handicapped” and need “‘totgl’
‘ I care.”” They could not function®®
“In'Phe Eommunity, he says. '
ing to, Department .of Mental

o

HTA e
sagel ,’;ﬂﬁ statistics, 679 Willowbrook resi-

"fents are severely retarded (IQ 20 to 83).

1,528 profoundly retarded (IQ beigw -
20j,-Albert Robidoux, the former direg-
tor of community services at Willoy-
brook who is now a state employe in up-
state Wilton (N.Y.) Center, was
intimately associated with those*resi-
dents. i
i“Anybody can be placed in the com-

munity,” Robidoux says, adding: “Pro-
viding there are support services.” ..

Robidoux says that there has’ “to be

real genuine personal commitment on
the part of the state. The community
can’t do it alone. The staff must follow
and there must be a real personalized
‘commitment—to people, not numbers.”
- ,+The numbers game has entered the
placement picture, however. By last
ospring, the MPU was given a deadline
Q!»t‘vy a federal court decree to place 200
J fesidents. The unit fell almost 50 place- |
“ments short. “I thought I had it,” Mrs.’
Blum says. ¢

~~Appearing in court, Mrs. Blum.’

P

fort “really rolling.” People are wary, of::
i the Department of Mental Hyg&;ﬁ» fein’

- pefully begin. to appear’?:and{tha,ﬁag_; ‘
.and monitor the placements,

n&P Wk cif¥es for 1ol theéering’ ink 0" 3
Bt Bromiset 1o ake’ eom ok i
meénts B Hexts JeheU“P i gg i
badly,” she says about current pro< "
gress. ‘ E:

- “Bixty placements a month, she says, i

“seemed reasonable.” In March there
were 34 placements; in April, 33} in
May, 8; in June, 17; in July, 9 and in Au-
gust 30. For September, Mrs. Blum ex-
pects 40 placements. =

Money has not been a problem since,
the placement unit has a “liberal” pur-
chase of service of contract mechanism.
If a service is not available, the'state
can go out and purchase it for a resident
about to be placed. But only if the ser-
vice now exists. Sl

“Frankly,” Mrs. Blum says,” “I'm
desperate for certain kinds of services
in the community. We've examined the '
existing agencies and look to expand
their services.” R

‘But, she says, Brooklyn ‘has very
great deficits;” the Bronx has a lack of -
residential services; Manhattan has no
family care or foster homes. %

On Staten Island, where 174 Island
residents now at Willowbrook will have ’
to Be placed, Mrs. Blum sees the “‘op-
portunity to develop services as we

.would like.”” There is no urgency here,

she says, helped in part because Is-
landers have taken imlarge numbers of
retarded persons for foster care, ', =

About community opposition, which
was evident in the state’s eventual 'suc-
cessful operation of a group home on
Tysen St., New Brighton, Mrs.' Blum
says: ‘‘We have to try to communicate
the importance of caring for human
beings. But if we are being kept out, the
courts have to be used.” :

The ‘“‘startup period’’ that the place-
ment unit is now going through is the
toughest time, according to Mrs. Blum, -
who worked as a high-level city official ’
developing group homes for children. #4

Mrs. Blum estimates that it will tak 55
10 to 12 months to get the placement ef=%

history of dumping, and credibility:
Mrs. Blum, “is a very great problefii,®

1If Barbara Blum comes near riaKRig
660 placements by next summ[%ﬁ
credibility problem will begin to*disdp-" |
pear, services in the community will-ho-

‘big_problem -theti will be to"follow
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