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An aerial view of the Wlllowbrook De\ elopmental Center shows some of the buildings and tree-lined streets which
may evemuall} beceme part ot a medual coilege or a clty park.
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1By ROBERT MIRALDI

'—l'he sprawlmg campus sur-
roundmg the Willowbrook De-
velopmental Center may, in
the 1980's, be turned into a
city park, a medical college or
a private university.

Those are three of the op-
tions now facing the City Plan-
ning Commission which has
been asked by the state De-
partment of Mental Hygiene

{o come up with land-use pro-
posals for the'386 acres of land

hqusmg ﬁxezsoq bed home for
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4.the retarded. .. ..

Willowbrook is under a fed-
eral court edict to reduce its
population to 250 residents by
1981 and, according to City
Planning officials, it will need
only about 120 acres of land.

What to do with the remaia-
ing 260 acres, however, is the
issue which now faces the
state and the city. “We've gd
to find a way to turn the lani
into a productive use,” savk
Wilbur Woods, director of th?
Island, office of the City Plan
: mng Commlsswn i |
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Jn tﬁese years -nE qonstant
ﬁseal. crisis, what city offi- :
clals would like most is o turn
the area into a money- maker
producing tax revenue for city
coffers. Woods calls it a ‘‘fan-
tastic opportunity” for sound
planning.

The Willowbrook campus,
once called ‘“‘a little town” by
a state official, indeed pres-
enis endless planning oppor-
tunities for city and state
P nner§ ONVR HINAPLOE U

.oq There are@ppro;matgly 40

b 'bmid{ngs on..the; grounds,
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- whjch are- bounded by, V,;qtory
Blvd., Forest Hill -Re ;and
rWlllowbrook Park. The build-
« ings-have housed up to 5,000
persons at one time and dur-
ing World War II over 140,000
veterans utilized the facility
when it was a hospital. .

On Forest Hill Rd., adjacent
to the main campus, is the $12-
million Institute for Basic Re-
search in Mental Retardation.
On the other side lies Willow-
.brook Park, which is 162 acres

of, trails,- ballfields, sharbecue
s pits and horseshoe:courts, ¢
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Addjng to the planning possi-
bilities are approximately 334
acres of land currently uti-
lized by Sea View Hospital and
Home, land which may be-
come available in the near fu-
ture as the city Health and
Hospitals Corp. winds down its
operation. The land is across
Forest Hill Rd. from what was
formerly a nine-hole golf
course for Willowbrook
workers. Fos 3

The combination of Willow-
brook Developmental Center,
Willowbrook Park and Sea
View'gives the city aimost 800
acres of planninz area. A park
would be a-logical use, but
Woods says that maintenence
would be costly; especially
since the city i§ already ‘‘fac-
inig the difficulty of ‘mainten-
.ence. costs” at-Snug Harbor
Cultural Center. ™

Woods stresses that plan-
ning for the future of Willow-
brook is in a “'very early
status,” but he adds that now
is the time “to begin discus-
sions about what kind of utilj-
zation” would best sujt the ex-
isting buildings and land.

“It is<not entirely up to the
city,” Woods says, :

George Roberts, director of
the Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment’s bureau of land man-
agement, says that at this
point “anything is possible.”
Very preliminary discussions
were held last fall, Roberts
says, and the state is awaiting
recommendations from the
City Planning Commission.
““There has been.no ‘discus-
sion about transfer df land,”

‘Robertsays abot the state-

owned property which was
first developed in 1939, Woods
says there is na'preceden for
transfer of ‘menfal hygiene
land from state to city.

At the Creedmore Psychia-
tric Center in Queens, 52 acres
of land are being used by the
city Park Department as a
tree farm. In Brentwood, L.I.,
at Pilgrim Psychiatric
Centers a portion of the
grounds is presently biéing uti-
lized by Suffolk County, Y s
At Willowbrook, ihe "New
Springville Little League is
using 12 acres of land for ball-
fields on the campus’ old golf
course grounds.

A kink in the plans for use of
the area could be presented by
the incomplete Willowbrook
Parkway, a federal-state high-

way that begins at the Bay-

onne Bridge and runs to Victo-
ry Blvd., near the entrance to
Willowbrook. It is not clear if
the roadway will ever be com-
pleted, but if it is, it will prob-
ably run between the develop-
_nental center and the park.

Woods sees. the “beautiful
grounds™ and “‘structurally
sound” buildings as a good
setting for a medical or pri-
vate college along with possi-
ble medical research facili-
ties. There could be a “series
of compatible uses,” Woods
Says.

“There is enough acreage
for different uses,” he adds.

Woods says that residential

use of the grounds would be
ditficult, especially because of
a city ordinance which pre-
vents construction of 1arge
apartment complexes unless

they are within 1,000 feet of a
city sewer line, ;

Building sewers on the prop-
erty ‘“‘would be absolutely
crazy,” says one Island engi-
neer,

About a year ago, when
Harold Piepenbrink was direc-
tor of of Willowbrook, there
'was discussion in the Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene about
tearing down some of the
.center’s 40 buildings, especial-
ly Building 2, a six-story struc-
ture which was once the cen-
tral building for a hospital on
the grounds, ‘

Woods sdys it would be.
“foolish to tear down build-
Angs.”-“With the Shortage of
‘capital constriretion’ funds, he
says, ‘“we wouldn’'t want to
_jump into demolition” of the
red brick buildings, which
have for 35 vears housed re-
tarded persons in large, ward-
like settings. y

A complex of six buildings,
near Forest Hill Rd., is
planned as the eventual home
for the 250 residents who will
remain at Willowbrook. Other
residents are being placed in
community-based facilities. -

‘It could be marvelous;®
Woods says, “to connect'the
dpen spaces that make iy’ Wil-
lTowbrook,” :




