By MARY ENGELS

“Two, four, six, eight. Retarded children cannot waif:.”
! That has been the battle cry of members of  he Benev-

!

olent Society for Retarded Children, Willowbroox Chapter

of the New York State Associaton for
as they’ve taken to protest lines recently to demonstrate
against a number of conditions at the Developmental Cen-

ter on Staten Island.

the -society, consisting of par-
ents of retarded children, is
headed by Mrs. Genevieve A.
Camen who son has been a resi-
dent of Willowbrook for almost
1 27 years.
' “The shame of Willowbrook is
that it should have been a dead
issue five years ago,” she charg-
ed, blaming “the Department of
Mental Hygiene for not working
with compassion for the resi-
dents.”

List of Shortcomings

Mrs. Camen, along with

Anthony Pino, second vice presi-

dent of the Benevolent Society,l
cited “poor supervision, lack of
proper planning, mismanage-
ment, understaffing, lack of
progress in compliance with the
consent  judgment, marginal
medical care” and a Kosf of other
grievances which: et - are
not being properly i
by the Departm

In April 1975 Gov, Carey, :
tal Hygiene Commissioner Tia
rence G. Kolb and plaintiffs for
parents’ groups went to Brooklyn
Federal Court demanding
changes at Willowbrook. The
court later issued a 26-page de-
cree outlining changes to up-
grade Willowbrook immediately
and plans to close the center over
a long period of time.

“Most of all,” said Mrs.
Camen, “is the recent decision by
the department to appoint Dr.
Lee Cannon to be the new direc-
tor of Wilowbrook without first
consulting the society and giving
it a choice in the selection as we
were promised.”

She added, “we feel that the
director of Willowbrook should
not be in any way connected with
the Department of Mental Hy-
giene because he brings with him
the department’s locked in phi-
losophy about the place.”

Asked whom they would prefer
in the post, both Camen and
Pint:) replied “a good administra-
tor.”

Liked One Director

The pair agreed that of the
five most recent directors, Har-
old Piepenbrink was the only one
“who had set out to bring some
kind of order to the place. Infor-
tunately he became ill and had to
leave.” i

“In choosing a new director
the department should have
advertised for the post and men-
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Pinto also said that the same
hiring practices hould be utilized
for the employes at the center, !
many of whom come from New '
Jersey or other parts of New
York to work there. ‘

“Dedicated Islanders” ‘

“There are many dedicated Is- .
landers who should be allowed to
have the chance,” he said. !

The parents’ group also object-
ed strongly to the actions of the
previous acting director, Thomas
Coughlin, a deputy commissioner |
with the Department of Mental |
Hygiene, for closing down of |
Building 2 on the premises.

Mrs. Camen said, “The 60 resi-
dents were only transferred to.
other buildings at Willowh ook !
or returned to the community’

“Rheip v Dreighboshoods.|
However, “it still has-not :heen |
properly planned as such for!
their acceptance,” sue added.-

Most Pressing Meo”

Pinto said that the parents’
group sees “the most pressing
need as one addressing the prob- |
lems of the Willowbrook resi- |
dents today coupled with ithe fu-'
ture needs.” f

“We can’t,” he said, “sacrifice |
today for the needs of tomorrow, |
which the department seems o'
be centering on.” |

The society vows to continue
their protests and demonstra-!
tions until they get answers from |
the Department of Mental|
Hygiene. 34|

Mrs. Camen said, “Commis-
sioner Kolb has not answered the
several calls I have made to him |
and until we hear from him or |
Gov. Carey we will not deal WithJ

|

their new director.”
Cannon’s Position [

In arecent interview Dr. {lan-
non said that he had met with
the society prior to his appoint-
ment and hoped to work with
them in the future. ‘

He defended his position by
saying the commissioner had
wanted a director who knew the
workings of the Department of
Mental Hygiene and could thus
expedite things promptly.
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