EXCERPT FROM NEWS ITEM ABOUT STORM
STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE. Tuesdav. August m,;n

urricane whips by Island;
.rees, power lines toppled

However, he hesitated to issue -

a formal evacuation notice.
Ithough hundreds of Is-

landers. especially those in
the Cedar Grove Beach sec-
tion of New Dorp, heeded the
commissioner's warnings, by
far the largest evacuation was
at the South Beach Psychia-
tric Center, where the remo-
val of all the patients took
place.

At 9 p.m., while the hurri-
cane danger was still high, 252

rWorkers get residents of the Svuth Beach Psychiatric Center ready for their trip to Willowbrook Developmental

Center as the Ocean Breeze center is evacuated. $.1. Advance Phato by Tony Carannante

R 53 IE R

patients, accompénied b} st

* members, were Joaded aboz

seven buses and transported
Willowbrook Developmen
Center, where arrangemel
had been made to keep the |
tients overnight. Additional
40 cerebral palsy patier
were also removed to Willo
brook.

Earlier, the psychiatr
center had discharged near
100 patients on 72-hour leave

Dr. Lawrence Sporty, dep
ty director of the center, sa

" he based his décision to evac

ate on the advice of civil d
fense officials, who predicte
flooding of up to a foot o
more in the area.

““We have no experienc
with which to weigh the situ
tion,’”" Sporty explaine:

. ‘‘We'd rather do this this tinr
: and make a decision from

distance than become .gon

pletely isolated with no; ele~

tricity or heat.)§
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