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- Gov. Carey-announced plans
yesterday that will insure the
flow of federal money into
state mental hygiene facilities
and will halve the number of
retarded persons living in

state developmental centers to
10,000.

The plans, announced by
Carey on a visit to the Broome
Developmental Center in
Binghamton, reinforce the
state’s commitment te devel:
op a system of locally spon-
sored residential and. treat-
ment programs. -~ .

“We will not perpetuate the
mistakes of the past in this
important area,” Carey said.

Among the mistakes, of

course, has been the Willow-
brook Developmental Center
where, in 1972, 6,000 retarded
persons lived in overcrowded
conditions and parents were
forced to go into federal court
lo.getrelief " .. :
" .The attempt to improve con-
ditions prompted a four-year
court battle which" ended ‘in
April' 1975 when Carey signed
a consent judgment which out-
lined radical changes at Wil-
lowbrook, including the place-
men! of residents into
community facilities and a re-
duction of the center’s popula-
tion to 250 by 1981. The popula-
tion now is about 2,600.

The state Department of
Mental Hygiene was to have
met many of the demands of
the corisent judgment by June,
It didn't, but if it had, if also
would have miet most of the
federal standards which gov-
ern intermediate care facili-
ties for the mentally retarded
(ICF/MR).

The plan announced yester-
day ‘‘outlines our commit-
ment to develop the frame-
work which will allow every
mentally retarded citizen to
realize his or her maximum
-potential,’ Carey said. ;.5 v
o014 salsg allows; the state.to
‘cantinue, bo receive about:§12%

federal Medicare money.
Carey related his ICF/MR
compliance proposal directly
to the Willowbrook decree
which, he said, will be extend-
ed to every person in a state
developmental center.

‘At the same time,” Carey
said of his proposal, ‘it pro-
vides the means to accelerate
the development of communi-
ty-based residentfaliand habi-¥
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federal Department of Health,
Education and Welfare, hut
one Department of Mental Hy-
giene source said yesterday,
“We would be quite surprised
if it was not approved.”

Carey’s plan as outlined yes-
terdav includes:

(Five-year placement goals
to return nearly 9,000 retarc
persons to their home commu-
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20,000 beds to 10,500

. §f, k300 mewj
employes at state centers this
year, a ‘‘rather paltry”
number, one source said.

Dcubling of the number of
retarde persons in family
care from 3,700 to nearly 8,000
over five years. ‘

gAn increase in hostel
placements from the present
1,100 to more than 7,000, with
60 group homes plarned for
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homes, with a total of about
1,500 placements over five
years. :
Originally, compliance with
federal ICF/MR regulations
was to have been completed
by March 1977. ‘It became
quite clear early in J3 3
New York_and mc??? oﬁ?r
states would not be ‘able to
meet those deadlines,” Robert -
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Norris, ICF/MR coordinator
for the state, said yesterday.

The state agreed to the reg-
ulations in 1974 and estimated
then that about $20 million in
renovation would be neces-
sary. That figure rose to $60
million by 1975 and “‘it seemed
stupid to invest in big old
buildings that would be phased
out anyway, Norris said.

The state instead adopted a
“common sense’ approach,

-Norris said, and decided that

it would renovate those build-
ings at state centers which
will remain for long-term use.
Statewide that means about
10,500 beds and. about 250 at

Willow o0k, where the pedia-
tric ¢ % has been reno-
vated znc will be the future

permanent Willowbrook resi-
dence.

A Health Department sur-
vey at Willowbrook last vear
found over 30 major viol: .00
that would violat
ICF/MR regulations. .-
say: ‘hat statewide
like those found ai ™
brook could cost $100 m

Carey’s pian clearl’
emphasis < the deve. t
of community residences and
programs. "1t is our firm be-
lief—both in terms of fiscal
economy and from a philoso-
int—that it is
1 n-
vest...fund ommunity al-
ternatives rather than to reno-
vate old residential
structures.” )

Dr. Jennifer Howse, direc-
tor of the Willowbrook Review
Panel, seconded the Carey
statement. “It puts the em-
phasis on the community,
where it should be,” Dr.
Howse said.

In a related development,
Carey announced yesterday
the appointment of Mrs. Jean
Kennedy Smith as chairman of
the newly created Council for
Mental - Hygiene Planning,
‘ which willformulate state- ¢
swide goals for the Department
| of Mental Hygiene
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