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onference airs disab!éd persons’ Sexuah y”.
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W'Over 150 profewonal Coun-x yal expression.

_,-. pelors and 50 parents yester-’
1&day attended a day-long Hon-¥
tjerence on ‘‘The,

< Pevelopmentally Disabled as,

*:Sexual People” in the Bouth |

‘Beach Psychiatric Center, 7, %
o Slaten Island social |
. workers, psychiatric counsel- ./ ‘!

*ors-and special education

- %eachers heard a speecl;® say .
- films, and visited workshops
cuvermg topics that ranged,
fr

ptiate Sexual Béhavior” to
1al R:ghta- of People Who

pen to be. Handicapped"
] g a njne-hour session..
ts also attended a three-”
pUE program last night.

.Wmlfred Kempton, educa-
- tHonal director of Planned Par-
‘enthood of Southeastern Penn-~
‘sylvania in Philadelphia,
. addressed the professxonal
_gro];p about the problems that -
persons with epiiepsy. cere- .
bral palsy.

mental retardgs,
tion,  neurological d1so;derg

acquired during develdgpment,
encounter w;'m rgspect to sex+

A

“‘Socialization and . Ap-=[

“We have tried to make the
developmentally l'landlcapp{ed1
asexual.” she said. “Now we *
have to be cognizant of the re-

i sponsibility we have towardW

the sexuality of the dlsabred
and toward the community.
“While we are movxpg
" ahead in our attitudes toward
the sexual needs of the devel-
. opmentally handlcapped the 2
* community is not.’ 0
She told the professional ase,
- -sembly "We have to try to ed-. .
¢ ucate the community that the;
. handicapped people, are,
human and sexual, too.”” ...
Miss Kempton. who for two
years trained theraplsts tp
deal with the sexuality of thé
developmentally disabled’
under a grant from the De-4
partment of Health. Education I
and Welfare. pinpointed Wa‘vs

Sy

e s i

disabled.

“We have been ignorant of’
their needs for information:
They have not been given’ a,

society further handicaps- the f

and.can't determine what p

reality in sex. They are mixdd

+ Up and need more qurma’-
tion,"" she explained.

Noting that society is incon-

.. siderate in its approach to the

sexual needs of the haniicap-

. ped, she attacked the inconsis-

. tent attitudes expressed

toward the people and their-

treatment. “"Some people re-.

gard the developmentally dis-

i abled as sex fiends while

. others think they are asexyal,,:
“1 In treatment, some joke ghoq; i
a sexual problem, others pre-

4 tend jt dgesn’s occur 4%
,.s;g“gd“of fac?ng the' mﬂ
ead on.

“It is irrational to believe
< that we can get away with;not,
giving these people any sexual
knowledge. We even have ap-

- prehensions that our knowl-
edge is inadequate.” she said.
The conference also at-
tempted to promote the 1otion”
~that developmentally disabled-
; persons also have needs for

good backgruund in . sex\r%htx [,sex and‘ sex education. Y -




