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Albany—The state’s attempt to im-
prove conditions at the Willowbrook
Developmental Center on Staten Is-
land is falling far short of the stan-
dards set forth in the much-publicized
consent decree agreed to one year ago.
Officials of the State Department oft
Mental Hygiene said yesterday they,
would inform a federal judge Fx‘idqy
that they are only about 71 per cent in:
compliance with the standards. But an
attorney for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union, a plaintiff in the case, dis-
puted that figure, saying he felt the

state was in compliance on substantial-_
Jy less JhAfl 50 per.cent of the' t’g::
The state had agreed to maké $weep-,
ing-changes at Willowbrook $n settling
a federal lawsuit charging that mental-
ly retarded residents of the centér were
being warehoused rather than treated.
According to the decree, the state
has until Friday to be in full compli-
ance with certain.parts of the agree-
ment and until May 30—13 months af-
ter it was signed—to comply with all
aspects of it. At that time, the ACLU
attorney, Christopher Hansen, said, he
expects to ask that the state be held jn
contempt of court. Such a fmdmg

could result in the state having to pay.
a fine, the appointment ot \court-
named admlmqtratm with almost dicta-,
torial power or even the jailing of state’
officials.

The failure to implement the pro-
gram at Willowbreok is also a serious
setback for Gov. Hugh Carey’s hopes of
applying the Willowbrook standards to
institutions throughout the state by the
end of next year. Aides in the gover-
nor’s office said that it would be vir-
tually impossible to successfully apply |
those standards in that time. Willow
brook has been given unl 1ted fund
to implement its program. **» |

‘‘“The effort to comply went very
slowly at first, but 1 believe it has
picked up considerably in the last few
months,” said Thomas Coughlin, depu-
ty commissioner for mental retarda-
tion. “There is no doubt that we have
had problems, especially in establishing
programs for the education and {rain-
ing of the resident of Willewbrook.”
Coughlin said that the state would ask
U.S. District Judge Orrin C. Judd for
.an extension of the;,gme tocomply,
based on thg ‘pfﬁgress made in the last
fourmonths :
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office said that the delay- ﬁ-.lm lemen-
tation had been caiised - .
ministrative changes mmﬂn -
ment of Mental Hygiene~part of “the
governor’s plan to restructure the en-
tire department. Other problems were
caused by the difficulty in finding spe-
cialized staff and a myriad of civil
service requirements.

?ﬁt «critics of the department said it
was caused by administrative inept-
ness, which they say always has char-
. acterized the department and the ina-
bility of the massive mental hygiene
bureaucracy to respond to any type of
change. “They have money and they
have a desire to improve things but
they can’t seem to do it,” Hansen said.

Murray Schneps, the vice chairman
of the Independent Willowbrook Re-
view Panel, the group formed to moni-
tor the state’s compliance with the de-
cree, said he was extremely
disappointed with the lack of progress.
“I do not see an improvement in-quali-
ty of life at Willowbrook,” he said. “I°
took a tour there last. F)iday’ aé'ltl the’
conditions ‘havé not changed .*."" The
people are still made to live like pigs.
The nerve of these people to say they
have 71 per cent compliance. That is
utterly disgraceful and a fraud.”

Coughlin, one of the people brought
in by Carey, disagreed. “I have seen a
change,” he said. “It is still not the op-
timum. But on our tour last week we
did not find one person who did not
have clothes on and hot food was being
erved. Believe me, those are improve-
ments.”

Coughlin said that the degree of
compliance varied m>differenf areas of
the program: For instanece, he safd ‘that
of the 200 persons who were supposed

“be mové& outa-of the -

to ‘communit settings; 1 hav _
r’beezl -placed. n,»hb"‘ 3 !&1
-considers the flgure to’ be mueh 1ower
because many patients were in commu-
nity homes but were not bemg affered

treatment.”He™ ¢5timated “the “Success-
%l ’ Lgpmm p@cemeﬂﬁ at etbout
Cotghlin fg: *pa& thaf »Jhﬁbg»x;mﬂe

500 patients had moved out’of Willow
brook bringing its population to 2600
and that the ratio of staff members per
patient has improved from 1.28 to 1.5 5.
The decree called for a ratio of 1. 78 to
1. But Coughlin said that the reqmre-
ment that each person be glven six
hours of program$ every day 'was Hof.
being i met, eqpecmllv for long-term, f

older pat.xe*nts 5
The decree, ,s. resu It~ qﬁé.lawsmt

bré‘ught agamst ‘the’state four years

ago, established detailed standards to

‘guarantee the ccmthtuhona’T nghts of
W:Ilqvébrook patien ts. to»ﬁ ro p £ care
and, treatment "7-<-l s S EAy
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