‘Its approval,” days Mrs. Vic-
'tof, pointing to what she feels :
are technicalities. “If we go
by the book, I suspect many of
these facilities will never go
up‘il

“I think the state is making
stupidity a virtue,” says Rob-
ert Piegari, administrator of
the Staten Island Developmen-
tal Disability Clinic and an ac-
tivist in the hostel plan.

“You can’t imagine how bad
people in the state Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene felt
about this,”” says James
Boothby, former state hostel
programmer. ‘‘There were a
lot of upset stomachs. But
there are more than building
code problems with this build-
ing.”

The problems began on Dec.
29, 1974, 'when the Volunteers
of America, a Manhattan
charitable group, announced
plans to develop and adminis-
ter a hostel on the North Shore
of Staten Island.

The group was in the
process of obtaining final ap-
proval for use of an old con-
_vent in West Brighton. The

"deal fell through when the:
..state nixed.-the wood-frame

.4bulldmg The search went on.
Finally, about a year ago,

th ‘W ‘pujlding—
mfee‘ stories of ﬁlck thh a'
backyard—was located Ac-

cordmg to Boothby, the Volun-
teers wanted to lease the
building from landlord Isadore
Ronenson of New Brighton

and the state would pay half -

the costs. The lease, says Ron-
enson, would call for an
$11,000 yearly rental.

In fall 1975 the Department
of Mental Hygiene sent down
an architect, Andrew Crowe,
to inspect the facility, see if it
met city and state building
codes. Crowe gave the Volun-
teers the go-ahead, say the
hostel planners.

They went ahead and sought
community approval—and re-
ceived an endorsement from
the St. Mark’s Civic Associa-
tion, the area civic group.
Furthermore, they laid the
groundwork for community

board approval by consulting '

and informing the board’s
"leaders about the project..
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"Plans’ began REA cnxmhle
when a second inspection took
place on Feb. 24-25 by a trio of
inspecters from the Facilities

_Development Corp.

Landlord Ronenson received
a letter dated March 3 from
Boothby. The second inspec-
tion, Boothby said, revealed 12

- “‘deficiencies,” and “it does
not appear that the necessary
renovations are possible....”

“I just threw up my hands
in disgust,” says Ronenson.

“Wouldn't the first inspec-
tion have shown the deficien-
cies?”” asks Mrs. Victor. “One
would think so, wouldn’t

“one?” -

The mspectmn revealed
that-

. The building height was 49
feet, six inches. Maximum
helght for multiple dwelling
group homes is 40 feet.

“That's certainly a technicali-
ty,” says Mrs. Blum. ““It’s ri-
diculous,” says Piegari.

Could it be waived? “It
could be,” says Boothby, ‘‘but
I would doubt it.”

(The side yard at No. 32 is
three feet, seven inches: min-
imum is five feet. for 30-foot
buildings, The bmldmg is too

* The 65- year-old huﬂdmg
needs new roofing, stairways, |
“back and front porches, new
wiring and new floors.

Ronenson insists that the es-
timated cost for the rehabili-
tation was $50-60,000. ‘‘No
way,” says Boothby. More |
like $100,000, he says, almost
double the worth of the builg-
ing. “It’s tough enough to jus-
tify $50,000 worth of taxpayer
" money, but $100,000 is just too
much.”

The rehabilitation ‘“‘cannot
be justified,” Boothby said in |
* his March 3 letter. Mrs. Blum
says that $50,000 in repairs is a
workable figure, but just bare-
‘ly.

She says she has sent a let-
ter to the Facilities Develop-
ment Corp., asking for an ‘“‘ur-
gent basis” reappraisal and
new inspection of Westervelt
Ave.

If the cost is still upwards of
$100,000, however, the search
by the Volunteers of American
will continue. Hostel No. 2 for
Staten Island. will b hack on
the planu.,pg{;_oards T

- This three-stpry, red-brick building at 30-32 Westervelt

Ave. is approximately nine feet too high for yse i“'l
. group home for the retarded the state says. “ntl ’, 4
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