These Willowbrook residents, shown her
o Wooden carts, a fact which emerged in the
will square rpff aw on
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’v@iﬁchfbegan March, 1972,
L 39¥elre teying in good faith,
idegperately trying,” says: Br.

* Ornstein. “‘We’re doing every-

thing we can, spending a grea(t
deal of money. The governor's
committed to this decree.
“But if some things are just
not doable,” says Dr. Orn-
stein, coining a word, ‘“‘that's
up to the judge to decide.”
The «state has. not yet filed
papers—as ,,;he decree

allows—telling Judge Judd.

that parts of the 29-page de-
,,cree are not “doable ”

TRy ;s physmcally impossible
for the departient by May 31
to implement the decree from
A to Z,” says Anthony Pinto,

president of the Willowbrook .

Benevolent Society, a plaintiff
in the case. ‘'The credibility of
the state is certainly question-
able at this point.”
For: about two weeks Execu-
twe Director Dr. Jennifer
se and five staff mempers
indépendent, court-ap-

eé"Revxew Panel have

been conductmg audlt samples
at Willowhrook, in preparation
for the May Hearing, the
fourth court encounter be-

'Is it goid
months
trn‘:d Ilard
decrée"’ ! asTcs .Mur_#d!;
Schneps, an attorney. an origi-
nal plaintiff and a member. of
the Review Panel.

“They’re gambling on the
judge saymg they’ve shown
good faith,” says Schenps.
“But not even God can imple-
ment the decree now, ’I'Jxe dsi

pa,ttmen h t,obe
B L as,

;cThere qm;ejeople inﬁ;‘ﬁ

partment who just don’t want
1o make the decree”

;. 'ﬂxey Have béen ’ﬂah'mouthmg
the decree. They want to see
the panel and the decree fail.

“We won't permit this to
happen,”” Schnepps says.

Neither Schneps nor anyo:ﬁ

interviewed by the Advan

would name Department of
Mental Hygiene officials who,
they feel, have attempted to

block the decree,
Asked if he believed there
l

e in 1972, have had to
last cou;t coufréntatl

L between illoybrook
o ke

the’ plaintiffs and Review
Pafiél members” would seek '
criminal contempt -citations
against anyone who has at-
tempted to block the decree.
Among the defendants in the
case are Gov., Carey,
Lawrence C. Kolb, commis- |
sioner of the Department of
Mental Hygiene, Thomas A.
Coughlin 3rd, deputy commis-
sioner and acting director of
Willowbrook, and Dr. Alvin;
Mesnikoff, the department’
regional director. o
Plaintiff Attorney Bruce

Erinis ‘of the New York Civil *

Liberties Union emphasmes n
that he has seen ‘‘no evi-
dence’” whatsover” that there
has been a willful attempt to
block the decree. ;

Joseph T. Weingold, director
of the State Association.for
Retarded Clu}dren, a_plaintiff

wcﬂe eele fhe. !tatehair

walt three years for wheelchalrl to replace their ‘
Reﬁew Panel any
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‘ f t“i Bkl s
dlffuse xt Is° just fncapflﬁe ot'
carrying out the decree,”
Weingold is lobbying for a
breakup of the Department of |
Mental Hygiene into separate ,
mental retardation and mental
health bureaucracies. (
According to Ennis, if the
plaintiffs decide to seek con-/
tempt ciitations against state
officials—a decision to be

T

Btae

ST RN e 8 “‘




