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Shakeup at Developmental Center continues

,Q<

Villowbrook gets new

deputy director

... By ROBERT MIRA:LDI

I Willowbrook Developmental
Center has a ‘new deputy’
director for administrative
suppart services, it was an-
nounced yesterday, as the sha-
ke-up of the administration of
the 2,800-bed institute for the
retarded continues.

Director Harold C. Piepen-
brink announced yesterday
that Sherman P. McKoy,
whose background is in hospi-
tal administration, has re-
placed Donald E. Fleming as
deputy director, essentially
the No. 2 spot at Willowbrook.
.-McCoy will receive $35,678
in his new post while Fleming,
who now becomes personnel
director, will take a cut in sal-
ary to $21,545. The announce-
rn[ent came as no surprise to

Fleming who has been aware
of the decision for a few
weeks. ’

McCoy, a Brooklyn resident,

comes to Willowbrook from
Harlem Hospital Center, Man-
hattan, where he was asso-
ciate director for 'administra-
tion in the department of
psychiatry for the past 14
months.
+ ~Piepenbrink: said he.picked'
“McCoy after imterviewlig sev-.
eral candidates” because’ he'
was a “‘trained hospital ad-
ministrator.” Sources at Wil-
lowbrook said that Fleming
just did not meet the qualifica-
tions needed for the deputy
director’s spot. -

Since taking the director’s
spot at Willowbrook in March,
Piepenbrink, who was recruit-
ed for his abilities as an ad-
ministrator in Illinois, has
been shaking up Willowbrook’s
organizational structure as
well as its_top-level admxms-1
tration.. ¥+

Fleming is the ﬁrst top-level

i e A

admnusu:ator to bg. shlfted, al-

though .repotteglly-other otfi-
clals are undér pressure to‘re-
‘sign.. Those officials have
asked not to be identified, but
have admitted to the pressure
and have said they intend to
resist the pressure.

In March, Piepenbrink said
his first task would be to de-
centralize the chain of com-
mand at Willowbrook and to
straighten out which adminis-
trators are responsible for
given areas of responsibility.

Willowbrook now has five
deputy directors who report
dlrectly to. Piepenbrink. - In-
cluded isa dlrector,{or each of

"the city’s five boroughs-as the
Department of Mental Hy-

| giene. continueés its process of:

geographic unitization, which
is the dispersal of the
center's population back to the
borough in which the resident
originally resided.

McCoy, who could not be
reached yesterday for com-
ment on his new position, is a
1969 graduate of Cornell Uni-
vesity. He received his mas-
ter's degree in 1971 from the
Sloan Institute of Hospital Ad-
ministration at Cornell.

At Harlem Hospital, McCoy,
‘who received a $23,700 salary,
had fiscal control of the psy-

chiatric unit’s §3. 5:[’!11111011
‘budget, He was peﬂn
‘administrative- ind perso nel.
‘policiés and. coordinated - the:
unit's support services.

Before going to Harlem
Hospital, McCoy was a liason
administrator for the city
Health and Hospital Corp.,
coordinating the corporation’s
communication with its four
hospitals in Brooklyn.

McCoy is also a former
chief administrative officer
for the division of psychiatry
‘at’ Kings- County Hospital,
wheré tie Worked. with a wide
‘range of community groups in
developing - com mty-based

mental health services.”

Fleming, former right-hand
man. to former director Dr.
Miodrag Ristich, played an
important role for the state in
the recent precedent-setting
court case which mandated
radical changes and eventual
phasing down of Willowbrook
to 250 residents.

Fleming testified for the
state and aided defense attor-
ney George Mantzoros of the
attorney general’s office along
with Dr. Stanley Slawinski,
who is presently a deputy
director with jurisdiction over

Willowbrook’s Staten Island

and Manhattan residents.




