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Officials of the state Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene may
shortly proceed with plans to
demolish some — and possibly
all — existing buildings at Wil-
lowbrook Developmental
Center and to transfer admin-
istrative and resident func-
tions to the nearby Institute.
-for Basic Research.

A mémorandunt obtained by
the Advance reveals that the -

department is considering at
“least eight “construction op-
tions” for the controversial
384-acre institution, which
houses 2,800 retardates and
employs over 4,000 people in
44 buildings. .
Included in the department’s
thinking is the possibility of
construction of 25 four-bed-
room houses and activity com-
plexes on the grounds, a pro-
posal which a member of the
Willowbtook™ Réview Panel,
‘mandated’ by a- federal court
' to oversee the institution’s de-
velopment calls ‘‘disgusting.”
Although“a spokesman for
the Department of Mental Hy-
giene says that future plans
for Willowbrook are ‘“just in
the talking stage,” the memo-
randum, sent to Regional
Director Dr. Stuart L. Keill,
requests a decision on the con-
struction options by Sept. 15.
Interviews with local parent
and consumer groups, and
with ‘spokesmien for the City
Department of Mental Health

‘and Mental Refardation Ser-:

‘vices and .the Staten Island
Regional Retardation and Dis-
ability Council revsal that
none of these groups have
been involved in the planning
for Willowbrook's construction
or demolition future.

The director of the Depart-
ment of Mental Hygiene's fa-
cility planning says, however,
that any demolmon or rehabi-

litation of existing structures :
‘would call for a decision to be .
made by the state s Fadilities -

“dum’s contents.
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“When told of the memoran-
an attorney
for the American Civil Liber-
ties Union — which was pivo-
tol in the development of the
court case which precipitated
the consent decree ordering
radical change at Willowbrook
— said it did not represent a
breach of the consent decree.
Attorney Chris Hanson
said, however, “Much of it-
makes me uneasy. It certainly

seems against the spmi of the-
i decree.”” .-

- Informed about the memo-
randum which resulted from
a meeting of seven employes
of DMH on July 28, Review
Panel member Murray
Schneps said: ‘I would cer-
tainly like to see this type of
document automattcally be
sent to the panel.”

The memorandum is drawn
up by Willowbrook Director
Harold C. Piepenbrink. It
says, in part, “We agreed that;
“we ‘would restrict rehabilitat-
“ing any of the-existing ward
buildings with the- EKceptlon of
the Children's Complex...

“We should also strive to de-
molish all existing buildings
which require service from
the 40-year-old power plant we
now have as soon as possible,
to beth effect savings and be
more etficient.”

The moratorium was drawn
group agreed that “total de-
molition ultimately is neces-
sary” for all buildings Thase

re¢ommendations, the July 29,
three -page memorand,qm
'says, “'take into account mm
imal humanization” aspects ‘of
resident living quarters as a
primary objective...

About Willowbrook's Build-
ing 2, the mammoth structure
which presently houses hehav-
ier modification and psychia-
tric units and four intermedi-

qte care, convalescqnt units,

housing 91 resxdents, Plepen-

%sa;d in the 7 fmemo:.
= up and request de‘mo—
1Hion of this monstrosity.

S'chneps said he thought de-
vmolishjng Building 2 would be
a “beautiful idea.” Anthony
‘Pinto, president of the Willow-
‘brook Benevolent Society,

agreed saying the bu1ldmg

‘'was never de51gned for any-
thing anyway.

The memorandum makes
Awo references to possible in-
‘creased population at the fa-
cility in the future. Presently
there are no new admissions
.to Willowbrook and the con-
:sent decree orders that within
six years the resident popula-
‘tion must be reduced to 250
Staten Island residents.

The memorandum states:
"The potential ultimate size is
tlexible, as will be explained.
to meet the minimal Consent
Decree estimates, as well as
potential increased population
to be determined at a later
date.”

An assistant to regional
director Keill, Dr. Ida Gelber,
who attended the July 28
meeting, said in an interview
that "'preliminary discus-
sions” indicate there may be a
need in the future for space
f01 400 to 500 residents.

“*Certainly not 1000 resi-

dents,” Dr. Gelber said, how-
_ever,
k:.8he sajik.that it was decj
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cause , “"we-.don't Sf whatv
15% po;q&‘tmn of Stiten l;ia‘i'xd y
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Attome_v Hanson said that
talk of reopening admission is
“against the thrust of the de-
cree’” which orders 200 com-
munity placements by April
1976 along with development
of an extensive network of
community-based group
homes.

Mental retardation officials
estimate that at least 30 half-
way houses, hostels or similar
group homes for the retarded

will be needed on Staten Is-
land. One is currently planned
for 200 Tysen St., New Brigh-
ton. to be run by the Benevo-
lent Societv, a parents group.
A second is in the discussion
stages.

Although the July 28 meet-
Ing produced elght separate
options which will eventually
have to be decided on by
Lawrence C. Kolb, director of
DMH, the group apparently
supported one specific three-
pronged proposal which re-
quested:

(Total and complete rehabilj
tation of the Children's Com-
plex (five buildings which
house 500 residents).

( Construction of 25 four-bed-
room houses and activity com-
‘plexes.

(Transfer to the Institute of
Basic Research all of Willow-
‘hrooks current support ser-
-vices, including administra-
ftﬁ;on a small .infirmary, and
"Eie pt;‘sonnel and busmessm’-j

ﬂ
seven other options, consnsfmg’
of combinations of the three
parts of the first proposal. One
option- offered rehabilitating
the under-utilized Institute for
Basic Research whose man-
agement, one source says, has
been resisting an influx of Wil-
lowbrook residents and staff.

The research center was
built in 1967 and is located at
Forest Hill Rd., Willowbrook.
It is a tully air-conditioned
ultra-modern building which
cost $7.5-million to construct.

Should the three-part major
proposal be approved by Dr.
Keill and Kolb. the memoran-
dum says that the functions in
Buildings 1. 2, and 46 would be
moved to the research insti-
tute along with transfer of res-
idents into ‘‘these living
quarters which could be
opét'abed by<outside -agencies
!Who ‘ate” lntietest.e'd’ m:!ievelop-
thg érid Yinning” varivus pro-
grams" at the institute.



