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Willo whrook:

eath probed

D.A. demands autops

By WALTER COLEMAN

The district attomey s and
medical examiner’s offices
today will seek an order to ex-
hume the body of a 9-year-old
Willowbrook Developmental
Center resident, who died last
week, after an mvestlgatlon
by detectives uncovered ““indi-
cation of foul play.”

The offices will petltlon the
Supreme Court to sign an
order allowing them to ex-
hume the body of Kyle Smith,
who died last Tuesday at the
center after swimming in a
pool.

Police and a spokesman at
Willowbrook both said that the
child, who was suffering from
Down’s Syndrome and had
been a resident at the center
for eight years, had a history
of heart trouble.

Police said Kyle had been
swimming in a small pool in

Building 26 of the center about :

5:15 p.m. Tuesday and that
after he got out, he began to
feel faint and slumped uncon-
_cious.

He was given oxygen and
other first aid treatment, but
died despite the efforts, detec-
tives said.

Dr. L. Boros, detectives
continued, urged the child's
parents to allow an autopsy to
be performed, but that they
refused, believing the death to
be natural

The death certificate, sugned
by Dr. Boros, gives the cause
of death as cerebral embo-
lism.

A spokesman for the center,.

-Joyce Libra, said that in the
case of a sudden death, the po-

(tlon o

lice and the ‘medical exa-
miner’s office are notified and
an autopsy is requested:

She said that the center con-
ducted its own questioning of
employes, as did the police,
and that at the time the death
appeared to be natural and the
medical examiner waived his
right to perform an autopsy.

Miss Libra said Kyle was
being given a shower after he
got out of the pool Tuesday
when he ‘‘turned cyano-
tic—turned blue”’ and was
taken to the medical treat-
ment room, where he was
given oxygen but died.

She noted that Kyle became

cyanotic frequently — “‘two to_
three tnmes a week” — and,

S

that his- cdndmon was ibeing
‘treated. -

Later- in the week officials
said, an employe of the center
went to the district attorney’s
office and told Chief Assistant
District Attorney Thomas Sul-
livan that the child might have
been beaten to death by an-
other employe.

Sullivan contacted Lt. Wil-
liam Juliano and Detectives
Robert Dianora and William
Knight, who began investigat-
ing the incident with members
of the D.A.’s squad.

““The employe did not come
forward immediately when we
conduclsfd the, initial examina-
iss bera said, 3

As detectwes questioned :

'béf;s‘oh‘s‘i)rese;lt at the time of

[ the death, Juliano said, they
‘dlscovered maccurate and
“conflicting stories” of what
had occurred.

Though detectives would not
say when they went to Sullivan
and the medical examiner
with enough information to
seek the autopsy, officials at
Willowbrook indicated that the
police felt they had enough in-
formation to seek the order
after questioning some em-
ployes Saturday.

Kyle was buried Saturday in
Mount Hope Cemetery in
Hastings-on-Hudson, N.Y., of-

*ficials said.

Harold (o} Plepenbrmk

dxrector of Ehe center, 'said in]

a statement last night: “If the
police feel they have informa-!
tion to warrant further inves-
tigation, we will certainly co-
operate in any way possible.”’
The medical examiner and
Sullivan will request the exhu-
mation so that the cause of
death may be determined.
After the cause of death is
determmed "' Juliano said,
“we’ll see where that leads
our investigation.”
Miss Libra said that the au-
topsy “will get the matter

.Cleared up” and will deter-

mine whether the boy died of
nafural cauuses.




