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$11 million,
sought for
Willowbrook

Advance Albany Bureau

ALBANY—The state’s 1975-
76 supplemental budget, sub-
mitted to the Legislature by
Gov. Carey this week, con-
tains $11 million to improve
conditions at the Willowbrook
Developmental Center, an ad-
ministration spokesman con-
firmed last night.

The money is part of a spe-
cial $16.7-million reserve fund,
first proposed by Carey earli-
er this year, to upgrade pa-
tient care at the sprawling in-
stitution.

Although the governor
sought the full $16.7 million in
the $10.4-billion executive bud-
get approved last March, the
Legislative pared that figure
to about $5.7 million on the
ground that the intended use
for the money was not fully
explained.

Legislative fiscal commit-
tees indicated at the time that
the cut was made without pre-
judice, and Senate Finance

Committee Chairman John J.
Marchi of Staten Island said
1ast night the Senate and As-
sembly will make a ““full res-
toration” to the $16.7- million
level originally requested by
garey., ' ...

The $11 million for Willow-
brook is part of a $21-million
sipplemental budget prepared
by the governor in anticipation
of the Legislature’s adjourn-
ment later this week. The Sen-
ate and Assembly are expect-
ed to add to Carey's spending
programs of their own, bring-
ing the total supplemental
budget to around $50 million.

Carey proposed the special
Willowbrook fund last Jan-
uary, in response ‘o a lawsuit
contending that conditions at
the institution deprived pa-:
tients of their constitutional
rights. ’

That suit was subsequently
settled by an out-of-court con-’
sent decree, in which the state
agreed to drastically reduce
Willowbrook’s patient popula-
tion, improve care for the re-
maining residents, and take
further steps to upgrade the
quality of care at the facility
and others like it around the
state.

The governor has since said

that the special Willowbrook
fund would be used to carry
out provisions of the consent
decree both at the Island insti-
tution and at other develop-
mental centers.
- In addition to the $5.7 mil-
lion authorized by the Legisla-
ture in March for the reserve
fund, Willowbrook also re-
ceived $41.7 million to cover
operating expenses during the
1975-76 fiscal year.

Also included in the execu-
tive budget was $15.9 million
for capital improvements at

Willowbrook.



