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By PETER KIHSS

“Governor Carey announced an agreement yesterday to
le a three-year court fight over the state s, Wlllqwbmt)k

L %4; ﬁgﬁnw—
once ovem;o:,\g epict-
Fd ds;& placdefzharron=from

cirrenit 2,900 th hsb M six
years.

The plan would set up 200
,community places for patients
in the next 12 months — hos-
‘tels, halfway houses, group
homes, workshops, day-care
training centers . — in sites yet
to be chosen. The moves would
be part of a continuing effort
to get away from oversized in-
stitutions. ;

Bruce J. Ennis, counsel for
the New York Civil Liberties
Union, said the agreement in-
volving the center, which is en
{Staten Island, “recognizes that
retarded persons are capable of
physical, intellectual, emotional

and social growth.” He said it
called for specific individualized

programs to help each patlent
%Eve his potential.

{JThe 4l-page agreement set

,féi'th 23 sets of standards &
:r&ices ‘the butk toHe athjever

thin 13 months. ‘Amshz then
were new Staff ratfos gs:g‘
one attendant to every' four
residents during waking hours
in most cases, and one clinicai-
staff member for svery three
residents. This will require the'
hiring of 800 people by next’
March 31. The present staff
number 3,800.

~Willowbrook is to be reduced |
to 250 or fewer beds, to serve|
only Staten Islanders. The com-|
munity residences to he devel-r
oped are to be limited to 15
beds for mildly retarded aduits
and 10 for others. The Mental
Hygiene ' Commissioner, Dr.
Lawrence C. Kolb, said no plan
had yet been decided for the
disposal of surplus Willowbrook
‘buildings or property.

Governor Carev said he
would demand that the State
Legislature restore $11-million
it had cut from Mental Hygiene,
Department operating funds so
that a start on xmplementmgl
the agreement could be made.!
He said the proposals wer‘e‘
to be extended eventually toj

all 20,000 retarded people now
in institutions throughout thel
state.

Willowbrook has been the‘

target of a Federal Court suit
in_Brooklyn since March 17,
1972. The New York State As-‘
sociation for Retarded Child-!
ren, its Willowbrook chapter
and the parents or guardians|
of 17 residents are demanding|
the closing of the center or
at least sweepmo reforms.

Judge Orrin G. Judd, in an
interim order on April 10, 1973,
ordered the state to remedy
“inhumane and shoc}:,i(mg condi-|
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" The first order wag \based,

‘on the patients’ right to protec-i
‘tion_from*harm, under Consti-|

‘'tutional ‘guarantees of due pro-:

«cess_and equal protection. A|
claimed ‘right to treatment ori
habilitation” went to trial be-|
tween last Oct. 1 and Jan.
6, with often harrowing testi-
mony and with a state-pro-
duced expert reporting that im-
provements had only reduced
“a major tragedy” to “‘a moder-
ate tragedy.”

650 Go Home

_ Nevertheless, Robert W.
Hayes, deputy commissioner of
mental hygiene in charge of
mental retardation and child-
yen's services, said yesterday
that in the three years the
original ‘Willowbhrook popula-
tion of more than 5,000 had
heen reduced.

He said 650 to 700 patients
were hack in their own homes
or in small community facili-
ties, with 1,400 transferred to:
other state centers. such as
Creedmoor in Queens, Kings
Park on Long Island and Har-,
lem Valley in Wingale.

Mr. Hayes said that in addi-
tion to 20,000 patients in insti-
tutions, 700 were being cared:
for in hostels, 400 in halfway,
houses- and 3,500 in group or
family-care facilities. On any'

& . ] A . ]
day, he said, the .state ‘was|patients, with use to be checked
dlso providing help for 2,Q00 every 30 minutes.
living in their own homes. “Straitjackets shall never be

The state has 35 active appli- used,” the agreement says, “nor
cations for new community fa- shall any resident be tied,
cilities, including a dozen in spread-eagled to a bed or sub-
New York, Mr. Hayes said. jected to either corporal punish-
State Budget Director Peter ment, degradation or seclusion.”,

Goldmark said the state hoped.NO physically intrusi\:e, chemi-.
to rent needed places, observ- cal or b10m¢d1cal research or
ing that any new state con-| €xperimentation shall be per-

/struction would need four or formed.”

five years. | Health and safety hazards are
A : ito be corrected, with radiators
Judge's Approval Needed  |and steam pipes covered Lo pro-
The agreement Wwas _an-|tect resident, windows repaired
nounced at a news conference|and screened, lead" paint re-
in Governor Carey's office ‘at{n}oved, buildings alr—condl-’
1350 Avenue of the Americas, tioned and “‘cockroaches and
ati 55th Street. It requires for- other insects and vermin
leradicated. |

mal approval by Judge Judd
is a consent judgment, over| ]
which the court would retain en-member review panel-—two'
jurisdiction. ! ! members chosen by the state,
" Under the - agreement, nolthree bv the plaintiffs and two
more than eight residents are| mutually agreed on—to oversee
to live in any one unit at Wil-|the programs. The panel is to
lowbrook. Residents are to be/have a seven-member “consu-
taught daily living skills, in-jmer advisory board” of rela-
cluding how to feed them- tives, community leaders and
selves. Education is generally past and present residents, gnd
to be provided for six ‘hoursa seven-member “professional
each weekday. Each resident advisory board.” # N g : e
is to get recreation for at least| Elliot L. Aronin, . president {law project as well as the New
two hours a day, } |of the State Association for | York Civil Liberties Union, and
Only designated nrofession-iRg;ardedClixldren,saldhlscom-!Anita Fisher Barrett, of the,
als may order restraints on’ the |plainant group’ accepted the 'Legal Aid Society rEpreseming‘
v i ‘ 'agreement ‘“with reservation™ . plaintiffs ; i

and urged action to set u .
el A Governor Carey said Attorney

a separate office of mental : . _
retardation away from the De- aGeneral Louis J. Lefkowitz had|
k out the pact. The

partment of Mental Hygiene. helped wor
Governor Carey's office esti-|Governor promised to visit Wil-

The agreement sets up a sev-;

o
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unsel ‘for the ‘mental-heatth!

mated that statewide imple-
mentation of the agreement

would cost $16-million in the
first year, $10-million in th

second and $14-million in thetin

) rig
At the news conference, the had acted as
court, voiced
Ennis, states will learn

third.

agreement was hailed as a land-

mark victory by  Mr.

e|torney Genera

lowbrook to see that the new
plan was being carried out.
Assistant United States At-
1 J. Stanley Pot-|
ger, in charge of the civil-
hts division,- whose officeE

a friend of the

“hope that othert
to do as well.”




