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By PETER KIHSS

“Governor Carey announced an agreement yesterday to
le a three-year court fight over the state s, Wlllqwbmt)k

L %4; ﬁgﬁnw—
once ovem;o:,\g epict-
Fd ds;& placdefzharron=from

cirrenit 2,900 th hsb M six
years.

The plan would set up 200
,community places for patients
in the next 12 months — hos-
‘tels, halfway houses, group
homes, workshops, day-care
training centers . — in sites yet
to be chosen. The moves would
be part of a continuing effort
to get away from oversized in-
stitutions. ;

Bruce J. Ennis, counsel for
the New York Civil Liberties
Union, said the agreement in-
volving the center, which is en
{Staten Island, “recognizes that
retarded persons are capable of
physical, intellectual, emotional

and social growth.” He said it
called for specific individualized

programs to help each patlent
%Eve his potential.

{JThe 4l-page agreement set

,féi'th 23 sets of standards &
:r&ices ‘the butk toHe athjever

thin 13 months. ‘Amshz then
were new Staff ratfos gs:g‘
one attendant to every' four
residents during waking hours
in most cases, and one clinicai-
staff member for svery three
residents. This will require the'
hiring of 800 people by next’
March 31. The present staff
number 3,800.

~Willowbrook is to be reduced |
to 250 or fewer beds, to serve|
only Staten Islanders. The com-|
munity residences to he devel-r
oped are to be limited to 15
beds for mildly retarded aduits
and 10 for others. The Mental
Hygiene ' Commissioner, Dr.
Lawrence C. Kolb, said no plan
had yet been decided for the
disposal of surplus Willowbrook
‘buildings or property.

Governor Carev said he
would demand that the State
Legislature restore $11-million
it had cut from Mental Hygiene,
Department operating funds so
that a start on xmplementmgl
the agreement could be made.!
He said the proposals wer‘e‘
to be extended eventually toj

all 20,000 retarded people now
in institutions throughout thel
state.

Willowbrook has been the‘

target of a Federal Court suit
in_Brooklyn since March 17,
1972. The New York State As-‘
sociation for Retarded Child-!
ren, its Willowbrook chapter
and the parents or guardians|
of 17 residents are demanding|
the closing of the center or
at least sweepmo reforms.

Judge Orrin G. Judd, in an
interim order on April 10, 1973,
ordered the state to remedy
“inhumane and shoc}:,i(mg condi-|
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