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By TERWINGE J. KIVLAN
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Willowbrook Developmental
Center. once the home of near-
ly 6,000 mentally retarded
New Yorkers, may be reduced
to a 250-bed community facili-
Lty open only to Staten Is-

anders within six years, ac-
cording to an out-of-court
dgreement in the three-vear-
old lawsuit against the trou-
bled institution.

The agreement, reached
latﬁ:_%mﬁd,qyfﬂg@op@ After
‘moifths' 8 negotiatisns, is
scheduled 16 be anngurce
today at an 11 a.m, press conj:

ference in Gov. Carey’s ‘office”
in Manhattan.

The final decision in the
case, however, still rests with
Judge Orrin G. Judd of Brook-
lyn Federal Court. His approv-
al of the agreement would end
the class action brought
against the state in March
1972 by a coalition of parents
organizations .and civil, rights
lgroupst: L4\ % i8d

The agreement

cth : «calls for
§'va¢éiﬁ“’g, 1 .terif?iﬁ? feforms;
Jwithin_ m?wpr 0k, over, the:
next 13" months aimed ‘at' im-

proving living conditions, edu-
cational therapy and medical

services for the remaining

3.000 residents.

For instance, the state
would be required to build up
the direct care staff at the in-
stitution to a one to four ratio
with the residents. The pres-
ent ratio, one to nine, was or-
de ] v &
‘riary 1978, -
'*In'"dddition, the agreement
mandfates detailed treatment
standards applicable to all of
the 5,200 patients who were
living at Willowbrook when
the suit was filed. Among
‘other things, the standards
forbia seclusion, corporal pun-
A8Rriént, tmedical experiments’
and the routine use of're--
straints, 5
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The agreement further pro
Mides forfg gee
view panel {o overseg, the ims
plementation of théﬁio,rderi
and standards. The state
would have two representa-
tives. the plaintiffs in the case
three. and the court would ap-
point two outside experts in
mental retardation for the re-
maining positions.

The 41-page document con-
tains specific instructions on
how Willowbrook is to be dis-
mantled by 1981. Within the
next year, the state would bejy
srequired Lpu.sp'png‘ '$2 milliop tot

_create 200 pl‘ace'sw I’o‘rMWi'l’iow:,l
brook transferees in’ hostels,,
halfay ‘houses, group houseg
and sheltered workshops. 1
Then, over the next five
vears, the state would have to,
80 to the Legislature for the
additional money to bujlg and’
Operate new community facili-
ties to accommate Willow-
brook residents. The money
would be regularly allocated
each year from the budget of

.the Depéartment of, Mervit,a__l”Hy~ i

giene. %,
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- At, the engd of -the SIX, years;,

the , document, says, - Willow-

i brook will be reserved for Sta-

ten Island residents who are in
need of institutional care,

The following are other
highlights in the agreement:

{ Each resident would have
his own plan of development
to be devised by a team of pro-
fessionals and constantly re-
evaluated, R

4 Eagh resident would be.

guaranteett six Hours of sehe-
il ey Moy oy
‘Eriday and.a minimum of ‘two |
hours of daily recreation in- '
doors and out. - - - "
4§ Living and sleeping’ inits

Iwould be limited toeight resi- .
idents. " viad w! §ld B
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houts ' daily for' émergency
cases and dental care would
be available for all residents.

".  Each resident would be as-
sured-proper elothing and a
'w%fl-bzlhhceﬂ, nuitritional
diet.

q Résidents would be paid for
voluntary labor in accordance
with minimum wage laws.

€ The management staff at
Willowbrook would be re-
quired to cover all radiators
-and steam pipes, fix broken
windows, eliminate
cockroaches and other pests,

and correct all other health

and safety hazards:
“q A seven-member consumer
advisory ‘board”’ fomposed’ of
‘parents_and relatives of pesi-
'dents, “ommunity leaders,
residents and former residents
would be set up to investigate
complaints of legal violations
and ‘‘dehumanizing prac-
tices.” .
g A seven-member profes-
sional advisory board would

be established to give advice -

on all programs and plans,
budget requests, to investigate
complaints, and help in the re-
cruitment and training of
staff. oo oo

ithe . parents nnﬂé guardial ;
7 tesidetifs at'Willowbrook,
the New York State Associa-
tion for Retarded Children,
and the Benevolent Society for
Retarded Children, Willow-
brook Chapter. The class ac-
tion charged that conditions at
the Island mental institution
violated the constitutional
rights of the resdents.
. Representing the plaintiffs
'in the case are the New York
vl Libdes Urion; Léga
Hid, Soglety, ihd. the Cjvi
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FRights Divisily “of ‘the U,
Justice Deparfiment. The de.
fendants are the state Depart-

ment of Mental Hygiene,
which runs Willowbrook, and
the governor of New York.
During testimoney in the
case, which began Oct.“1 and
ended Jan. 6, the lawyers for
the plaintiffs presented a
parade of witnesses who tolq
stories of child abuse, inade-
quate medical care, menta]
and emotional deterioration,
general Foramions of ilthy and

sl "

#'A prime’ contention of the
:plaintiffs was that most men-
dally retarded persons belong
in community facilities and
that the state has lagged in its
responsibilty to provide a ne-
twork of halfway houses, hos-
tels, and other small care-
units as an alternative to
large, overcrowded institu-
tions like Willowbrook.

A similiar attempt at an out-
of-court agreement fell
through in November Wwhen
former ‘Gov.; Wilson refused to

e hisaporoval.
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