“It’s an enormous threat to
our children,”” says Mrs. Holz-
ka who has two I3-year-old
daughters.

What will the coalition do?

Legal action is a “‘real pos-
sibility,” Rottersman says.
““We're interested in the
process of procurement. We
wonder if it is not a fit subject
for investigation.”

What does Willowbrook in-
tend to do?

“We still want to go into it,”
Robidoux says, adding that he
is hoping to develop a commu-
nity advisory committee for
the Tysen St. halfway house.

And if the community can
successfully kill. the halfway
house—a remote possibility,
at this point—what would hap-
pen?

“If this doesn’t work we’ll
try another,” says Robidoux.
“It would be a black eye' for
the professionals. But it would
really be a defeat for the resi-
dents who are caught in the
middle. The retarded need this
house.”

And for the future. Will it be
different the next time
around?

Robidoux says his people
“will knock on doors.” Knauss
says that it is not state policy
to go door to door. That will
have to be resolved.

Could the community board
miss the next halfway house?
Yes, unless a liason with the
Regional Retardation Council
is established and unless com-
munication between the
Borough President’s office
and the boards is improved.

As for the community, the
fears are certainly still evi-
dent and complex and justi-
fied. There are still unans-
wered questions.

Only education and im-
proved public relations by the
Department of Mental Hy-
giene can allay the legitimate
fears of community residents.
And only two-way communica-
tion— among community
members, community boards
and state agencies—can pre-
vent a future fiasco.
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