What types of toys does Wil-
lowbrook nee d?

“Soft, squeeze toys,” Mrs.
Stockert adrvises, “toys that
won't hurt the children; toys
(tjtlze_v can slkeep with and cud-

e'.l

“They alsjo love things that
make noise., things they can do
something 'with. Anything with
music is al so popular and toys
.that you hiave to crank or ma-
nipulate ir( any way are excel-
lent as thi2y greatly aid in oc-
cupational therapy.”

Having worked as an atten-
dant in o ne of the wards for
five of her 13 years as an em-
ploye of Willowbrook, Mrs.
Stockert. knows well the needs
of her “<:ustomers.”

Each article of clothing
which ocomes into the boutique
is waslned, ironed and dis-
played by her and her assis-
tant, aind toys are checked to
make sure that metal, a
numbe1: one hazard in toys for
Willewyybrook residents, is
preselat on none.

Soime of the toys she re-
ceive:s are too dirty to be used.

“E'eople should send toys
that are as clean as possible,”
she says, explaining that the
chil-dren are very susceptible
to :zerms and prone to infec-
tioa1.

Under normal circum-
stznces Mrs. Stockert’s bouti- -
que does a brisk ‘“‘business,”
miany times sending upward of
150 pieces of clothing to
various wards in the space of
an hour. -

But, as with toys, the
ainount of clothing available
for Christmas giving at Wil-
lcswbrook is also diminishing
and it is becoming difficult for
her, in these last days before
t'he holiday, to make up her
plastic-wrapped packages of
_xirts and blouses, shirts and !
sties, for distribution in the |
“gyards.

. “Everyone loves to receive

clothes,”” she says smiling.
“Every little girl, no mafter
how profoundly retarded,
loves to wear a pretty dress
and pretty little shoes...”

But, if more clothing dona-
tions are not forthcoming,
many little girls at Willow-
brook, at least, the non-ambu-
latory ones, will not receive
them this Christmas.

Robert Flavin, director of
volunteer services there, says
that if there is a shortage of
clothing available what there
is will most likely be distribut-
ed to ambulatory patients,
since they do go out into the

community on various outings.

Non-ambulatory patients
would receive the toys. Fla-
vin, who blames the dwindling_
number of donations on the
economic problems most
Americans are experiencing,
does not want to draw that
line.

“Last ‘year we distributed
26,000 gifts at Christmas-
time,” he recalls, “but this
year, we can’t even guarantee
one gift per person.

“If we have to cut down,
we'll have to begin our Christ-
mas list with the non-ambula-
tory patients, as they are not
as fortunate as the others who
can attend parties given for
them by various community
groups. ! :’

“Then, we'll have to work
our way up the ladder. It’s not
something that we want to do,
but we'll have to do it, if we
want to insure these children a
happy holiday...”

Meanwhile, Evelyn Stockert
is busy in building 18, sorting
toys, hanging clothes and hop-
ing that this afternoon’s deli-
very trucks bring a good mea-
sure of the articles she tieeds
to complete her Christmas
shopping. 3




