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"By S. LAINE GOLDSTEIN

Reacting to a story in the
Sunday Advance, _, stat

Department of Mental Hyglenei
n[hcml said yesterday there are(

“no plans™ to place Hdllem
Valley Psychiatric Center|
patients in Staten Island mental|
health facilities.

“There is no truth to the
statement that there are pla
to send Eatxents from "Har ﬁ
Walleyg §tatexf iﬂland |
kieclared James fa: JForde,
dirécter bf the" departmeht'
“Mld Hudson region. Forde is

also the interim director of the
Willowbrook Developmental
Center. '
Nevertheless, the  mental|
health sources who originally
revealed that as many as 1,000

psychiatric , patients .. may . b
targeteda for placeg,lent her
leafﬁrped,y fhieir "‘statements
saying: “We stand by what we
|have said.”
| Asked if they would testify
to that under oath in a court|
of law, the sources said they
would.

The original information —
and the focus of the controversy
— is a letter, primarly aimed
at recruiting staff, written by
Dr. . Yoosuf Al ‘= Haveliwala,
dn‘ector of Harlem Valley,
located; in _Dujchess County.
Stating ‘that its present. inpatient

population is a little over 1, 700
the letter continues: -

“We estimate that ap-
proximately 1,000 of our
patients will be ready for
placement in the community by
next summer.’

When a copy of the letter was
obtained by the Advance,
several mental healih
pﬂiiessmnals said it was their

hion that Staten Island would
lge many, if. not all, of these
jpatients.. 'y .in

| Forde: dlsaagrees “’l‘hls was
‘a recruitment letter sent, I
believe, to all psychiatrists and
was meant to show that stgff
would be involved in com-
munity-based programs as well
a3 hos;;utg programs,, he x‘s

{The , letter, wa esigned’
Bgtﬁv physidians. ﬂhaﬁ ‘this fi§‘
dynamnc program ‘that is not

enies p

Satients plan;

- dMined” custodxal care,';’
Forde elaims. .
—..The" “mental * “health _ pro-
fessionals refused to ~ back
down from their interpretation.
“Obviously, Haveliwala made a
big boo-boo by sending the
letter,” one psychiatrist said.
Dr. Haveliwala, formerly a
deputy director of the South|
Beach Psychiatric Center,
requested and received a copy
of Sunday’s story. He said he
would respond at some future
date.

Forde said that Harlem
Valley had released 400 patients
since June and that 90 per cent
had been placed within Dutch-
ess County. He said there are
currently six Islanders at
Harlem Valley who might be
transferred here ‘“‘only if ac-
ceptable for release.”

Forde added, however, that
three Harlem Valley patients —|
all of whom have city, but not
Staten Island residences —
were placed in Island nursing
homes in the past month.

The state official said that
most of the released patients
are put into family care, with
regular checks by the hospitals.

None of what Forde said
appeared to sway the sources
contacted by the Advance. They
said that “no amount” of
statements warning the com-
munities about this policy would
affect the state.

“You can’t .change theli

minds,” they: sa;q. of tho Meut'a

Hygiene Department,™
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