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"STATEN ISLAND ADVANCE, Wednesday, November 13, 1974 -
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I am writing this letter in the
‘hope ‘of correcting some’mis-
‘conceptions “ithat appeareﬂ in

yotir Eﬁom-?ﬂov 2 ahnﬂ Em‘
suit _agémst ‘the " Willow oolw‘
Devdgpment penter Yo
of the words ‘‘mentally” defl-
cient” was in poor taste. The
correct praise is “‘mentally re-
tarded ’,I'he wording you.
essanly stigma-"
u;mg th dsiimes that thtfssei
people” are Fevatled Because
they are différent. Mentaﬁly Te-
tarded is a, Qgsc;nptlon of one
facet ofa person and is univer-
sally accepted.

There is no need for "‘an en-
tirely new study of whats’ best
for the retarded.”” Dr. Blatt.
and many. other, experts in the
field could tel} yoih thiat, ‘that |
-mahzaifon” is' what"is needed.
It hasbegn prog n that mental-
ly refarded p eo Jiving in res-
1dent1afhomes oster Homes,
at home, or even on their own,
when proper supportive facili-
ties are provided, can function
1p to their maximum potential
as productive and self-suffi-
cient human beings. This type
of service system can be pro-
vided at half the cost it now
takes to maintain a person at
Willowbrook, which devalues
and dehumanizes everyone in
it.

It is necessary for the public
to know that such services can
be provided here, and are
being provided now in other
states and other countries with
great- success.

SUSAN PACHTER
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