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Residents to profe_sf.:
hqlfway house plan

By 5. LAINE GOLDSTEIN

. Faced with a demand for a}
moratorium on the construc’cioni
and expansion of health-related!
facilities in West and New
Brighton, Community Board 2
meets tonight to hear opposing
views on the proposed Tysen
St. ‘halfway house for the
mentally retarded.

A residents’ group calling
itself the North Shore Coalition,
which claims  that  “the
‘Brightons . are supporting
a burden of health-related
facilities in dramatic dispropor-!
tion to the rest of Staten Island,”
has stated its dissatisfaction
with. the planning process thar!
}Proqueed ﬁhe halfway }musej

division of Willowbrook
Developmental Center, sponsor
of the halfway program,
Imaintains that it has dlligemli
iprovided information on the
proposal and has dealt in good
[faith with area residents.

Although  tonight’s meetlm'
is closed to the public, board
chairman Georg Olsen has
jinvited North Shore Coalition
Tepresentativeg, including Mrs.
Sarah A. Holzka, a former(
administrator at Staten Islandl
Aid for Mentally Retarded and
a meighbor to the haliway sﬂ:eﬁ‘
at 200 Tysen St.
| ‘Peter Knauss, an oﬁficlal in
'the state Department of Mentat
Hygiene, is expected $o respond
to the coalition’s questions.
Knauss will be joined by Albert
P. Robidoux, chief of Com-
munity Services at Willowbronk
and, possibly, James Forde,
acting director of the institu-
tion,

In an interview yesterday,
Mrs. Holzka took exception to
remarks made by Forde last
Friday at a meeting with the
Office of Staten Island Develop-
ment. The acting director, who
completed his - ﬂrst .month on
the - job yes’cerday, reporte y
'said’ that ‘the public, must: mal
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a decision based” on the ignn!
stance” of the halfway hous
Iproposal.

l “Why do we discuss the
substance after the fact””
demanded Mrs. Holzka, who
added that Willowbrook and the
state had succeeded ‘“‘only in,
‘creating fear in the neigh-|
|borhood.” J
| As proposed, the three- story‘
“wood frame house will house,
about 10 “mildly to
‘moderately” retarded adulls,}
\who  will . receive 24-hour
supervision (though no staff will
live in).

| The house was acquired in
July by the state Department
of Mental Hygiene for a
reported price of $64,000, part
of a $150,000 appropriatinn
made to set up this facility.
It is expected to open in the
spring.

| In a statement to he made
at tonight’s meeting, the coali-
tion says it has not been con-|
sulted by government, state orj
city officials ““about the sudden|
‘proliferation of health related|
facilities in our neighborhoods.
We consider this most recen:
\acquisition for use by the state|
\Department of Mental Hygien=
as just one more facility thrust
linto our re51dent1al cbmmumhe*

without : notl lcatmn gr
n,onsulfgtaon the *peopie
most aﬁecteﬂ’ ‘by  this
preserice.”’ &
Mrs. Holzka lists the
'proximity of Klein’s Forest
‘Manor, which houses in excec;i
‘iof 60 mentally disturbed out-!
Ipatients, and the projected
occupancy of New Brightan
Manor, believed to house more
than 400 aged or menta! v‘
dlsabled adults.

“We are distressed in what]
appears to be not only a
careless. but cruel disregard for
our families and dhxldren,” say
a"coalition st‘atemem
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[ “Not ™ anly” have" the “healfh
uthontles acquired propertles.l
in"‘an appal‘ently clandestine
manner, but there has heen no
community presentation of 2
{cohesive plan that takes into
laccount  supportive mcdiculf
‘pS\chmtuc services.” .
| On the matter of :commun‘t‘1
inotification, the Advance has|
acquired a copy of a let!erJ
written by a former member;
of  Willowbrook  Community
Services to Fred D. Koehler,
then chairman of the Woast,
Brighton Committee of Com-
‘munity Board 2, The _lette_r.l
dated Nov. 20, 1972, adyvised

Koehler “that ~the mental
| Hygiene ‘Department is . seekmg
lto locate - two halfway  hoiises
oh the North Shore and has one
site  under consideration for
rental. R
Mrs. Holzka said she first
learned of the halfway house
location from an Advance ar-
ticle which appeared July 9. ~
The hoard session is designed
to deal strictly with the Tysen
St. halfway house, although the
coalition has made it clear that
they are concerned about the
“institutionalization”  of  the
North Shore to a point where
it will become, in their phrage,
a ‘“‘dumping ground” for han-
dicapped individuals. 2
Georg Olsen, board chairman,
sald the Tysen St. issue will
be put to the public hearings,
perhaps to begin one week from
today.
To further discussion on this
matter, the Livingston apd

|

Randall Manor residents’
association will hold a public
meeiing  at Walker Park

tomorrow at 8 p.m. Several
Island health officials are £x-
‘pected to aftend. : .



