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Seociety’s VWarehouses

There are dark corners in America where people are
trampled, broken ana forgotten. The saddest of thcse

—and the most demeaning to our socicty—are those
institutions, paid for and run by the public, where
people are stashed away for the safety and convenience
of the rest of us and then left Lo rot untouched. by the
collective conscicnce of the community. Attica and
Soledad turned flickering duc-mion toward the prisons;
but few have cared to look at thase hnddled in the rotten’
crannics of Ameri ca ’s r)ubhc. me.m.[ institutions.

Tast month the Supcemse Court gave some hope that
it vvill uce the poweriul lever of the Fourteenth Amend-

ment to pry open doors that an enlightened eitizenry
should have forced cpen years ago. It took the case.of
a man namcd Kenneih Donaldson, wha, after civil com-
mitment, cpent fifteen years in a-Florida State Hos-
pital, When he was committed, the judge told Mr.
Donaldson that he was. being cent away ‘ar “a few
_waeks” to “(ake some of this new medication.” Mr. Donald-
son received no medication and no treatment and finally,
in 1971, Ls filed suit for his freedom and for datiages.

During his stay in the hospita !, Mr. Donaldson’s home
was a locked room with €0 beds jammed side by side.
At least a third of the residents of that rcom were
deemed criminally insane. Mr. Donaldson’s “treatment”
wes described by his doctors as “milicu therapy”’—
that is being he lized with other mental patients.

Kenneth Do o1 is out now and thanks to the courts
and the Fourleemih Amen wdment, he may aiso reccive
some recompente Yor his fiftecen years. But there are
tens of theusan nneth Donaldsons bath out of
sight and out of mind. The Fourteenth Amendment
can't ogn.““ as a civilizing influence for 'l of them.
Oaly the decent impulses of Lhe society can do that!
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