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- One of the country’s foremost

experts in special education
said yesterday in  Brocklyn
Federal Court that in a nine
year inferval helween his visits
to the Willowbrook Develop-
mentai Center fow changes had
been made at the institution.

Dr. Burion Blatt, professor
and chairman of the Divison of;
Special Education and
Rehabilitation  at  Syracuse
University, told Judge Orrin G.|
Judd that when he went {0 the
institution two weeks azo he
found “little different  ahou
dormitory life” since his
visit in 1965.

He noted, however, that the
center was less crowded and
more residents were clothed.

A former commissioner of
the Massachusetts Department
of Mental Health and firs: vice
president of the American
Association for Mental
Deficiency, Dr. Blatt further
testified that althcmgh studies
have - shown - that - mental

jretardation is “modifiable,” hls
impression  from observations
and discussions at Will owbrook
indicate that attitudes there are
(o Ucontrast to  this  central
[theme.”

I He eriticized the institution
for “primitive” record-keeping,
few curriculum  development dl
programs and “'perfunctory and
sketchy™ planning.

Dr. Blatt is the auﬂlm of
“Christmas in Purgatory, a
nictorial exXpose on nsflm mna]f
’fo and is considered bv his
colleagues to be one of five fop
<.IILhUlilit‘% in special education,

¢ the h: indicapped. I

Describing & scene he ob-
served at Willowhrook in which|
2 resident was “banging his
head against a wall and an
‘attendant, not more than 15 feet
dway didn’t do anything to stop
him,” Dr. Blatt' said: “I see

illowbrook

no opportunity for residents to
m odel themselves  after
anyone.”

. He recommended " tha,
W1llowbrook be thorough]y

evaluated and‘ funds shifted - to
devuiopmg commumty servjces
and fhat planq be deve]o‘ped for
“effelHive evacuation” of, the

R e e

;mstltutmn overseen by‘ a boa.rd
of outside experts. .. . < ¢'®

“The state should. pursue !he
placement of residents in the
community just as, if.it were
the parent,” he conclided.

" In other testunony of ‘the
'second day’ of resumed
hearings, a Wagner Coliege|
graduate and former teacher at!
Willowbrook was critical of the!
lack of communication between|
teachers and their supervisors. |
| Mrs. Judith MacNamara, who)
[now lives in Amherst, Mass. )|
\ﬁald that attitudes of super-!
J\1501‘5: are ‘“‘negative.” {

| "We were made to feel when|

jWwe went to them (supervisors)|

with problems, that “we were|
1he problems. After a whilo we“
lost our self-motivation, i

“Progress was “slow and
rlodding, working in a
dehumanizing environment, '

Resxdents have adopted a dog~

‘eat-dog hfestyle 50 vamus on
‘the wards.” ", “hE

‘Mrs. MacNamara ;ald that
rne of 11 children with Dowries'
Syndrome, with whom she
worked with for three yaors,
have now been placed in foster
homes.

Characterizing the children as
originally  “‘animalistic,” she
attributed her success to warm,
personal relationships she
cstablished  with  them and
strict, individual educational,
programs she designed.

Madeline E. Dalton, director
of the Board of Education's
Bureau ' “for “s€hildrén"-~with
‘Retarded Mental - Development
.saxd the c1ty xs able to ab.sorb

Wlllowbrook residents into Lts
educahonal programs. :
The hearings continue today‘
in the class action suit brought
by the American Civil Liberties
Union and the Legal Aid Society
on behalf of the New York State
Association for Retarded
Children against the state.
Plaintiffs are seeking in the
,.andmark case the con-
stitutional right of Willowbrook
residents to treatment.




