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Parents Say That Willowbrook
- Damages Children Kept There

By FRANK J. PRIAL
Parents of patients at the|said he had never been able to
Willowbrook ~ Developmental|determine how the boy had
Center on Staten Island testi-. been injured.
fied in Federal Court in Brook-| Sandy Derris, head speech
lyn yesterday that their child-|pathologist at Willowbrook,

i
|
|
|

ren had deteriorated physically,!testified that less than 50 per|
mentally and emotionally while!cent of the food specified for a

at the center. | special feeding program he ran

Their testimony came in the|for i ap-
second day of a hearing before| peared on the table, Sometimes
Federal Judge Orrin G. Judd onl‘there are substitutes, he‘said.
a suit that seeks the transfer of but more often the food simply

the approximately 3,500 resi-;Never comes.
dent patients to smaller insti-| One mother told of bringing

tutions or to their own or foster
homes. The plaintiffs are
parents and the State Associa-

her son new sneakers every
week because the previous pair
quickly disappeared. ‘“The only

_er could. He said the boy was!lowbrook last August, urged

tion for Retarded Children. thing he hasn’t lost at Willow-
One father said his 16-year-|brook,” she said, “is his life.”
old son could walk and run/ Earlier in the day, a Kansas
when he entered Willowbrook|specialist in mental retardation,
10 years ago, but now no long-| Who spent several days at Wil-

tied to his bed every day and|that the school be closed within

had been for more than five|
years. He said that the boy was
a hemophiliac in addition to be-
ing severely retarded and that
jWillowbrook officials said the
irestraints were imposed to pre-
|vent the boy from injuring him-
self.

Under these restraints the
father said, his son’s legs have
|deteriorated to the point where
he can no longer walk. "

A Brooklyn man told of a son,
17, who has been at Willow-|
brook for 11 years. At home, he
said, the boy was playful, hap-

two years.

“I don’t think it can be made
even a basically adequate facili-
ty,” said Dr. Earl C. Butterfield,
a professor of pediatrics and a
director of Ralph L. Smith Cen-
ter for Research in Mental Re-
tardation and Human Develop-
ment at the University of Kan-
sas Medical Center.

“I have never seen a facility
in which inadequacy was so
widespread,” Dr. Butterfield
said. S L

He cited a special behavior

modification unit that actually

py and toilet-trained. “He liked provided one attendant around-
clothes,” the father said, “and|the-clock for each patient in
he even picked out the clothes|the program. He said he found
he would wear.” Now, he con-|that it was not the full-time at-
tinued the boy—who is severely ten S who were working
retarded—pulls his clothes off,|WIth the patients but students
has forgotten his bathroom from a local college who came
training and has developed|in TOr one Semester.
“some form of homosexual ten- t 1s such an incredible
dencies.” waste of resources,” he said,
On one visit, the man said, he|“to have attendants one-on-
found his son suffering from a|one and not use them.”
fractured hand that had never| Testimony of witnesses for
been treated. On another occa-|the plaintiffs is scheduled to

lsion, he said, the boy was suf-|continue today before Judge
fering from a fractured foot. He Judd. ]




