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hlgh lead cnntent was used on
itwo buildings at the Willow-
'brook Developmental Center,
according to tests conducted by
the state Office of General
Services.
{ In a report issued earlier this
month, test results mdlcaterl
that red and -gray {paint x{
exterior panelr‘of Buil
pontiged dead ».exw-gs
: wnls {Accepfable hv.:ﬁﬁis
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| éth’Me“iér}'”Wlllowbronk'
.semor business officer, said
|paint samples showed lead
content of 18 per cent. The state
has set a limit of 1 per cent.

However, Meyer added that
the panels have since been
scraped and repainted.

A sample of paint chips taken

from a dayroom wall in
mﬂﬂfﬁfﬂ“‘gﬁ!ﬁmeﬂ 12.5 per,
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BiE1e rabobteight e“:r&
ago Meyer said, adgln?that
it is possible that the other nine
buildings were painted with
paint  containing hlgh lead
content, ;

“We are taking samples
the other buxIdlgnus gnd ?;-J
necessary, we’ll have all two-
story. i

“other  buildings in
|question include 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,8
19, 20, 22 and 23,

Meyer explained that a spot
medical check. .on residents
(throughout the Willowhrook
grounds indicated no signs of
lead pmsonmv |

'-spcci(fica.tiévhs ; but in. actuahty,

requnré‘s ‘txi're‘ ‘égu’fgjﬁnﬁ;:
company to comply with the 1
per cent law. il
“However, on a econtract
where the state is hiring a
commercial concern, it is ex-
tremely exhausting to see that
all _ols jAre f the

it's an impossible situation” to
manage,” he explained.

A charge by a former Willow-
brook employe that the institu-
tion Damted the extermrs of two

ihuildings last - squmimeri; wit
‘lethal jead-based ‘painta Droug
to ‘the aipenhon ‘of the Advance
ne, prom the state fo
hxps The nf.er, Rmhnrcg
Cunnmgham has " since beén
fired, although it is not certain
if his dismissal was related tol
|his complaints about the paint. |
| Willowbrook officials ~ claim
'that Cunningham, who had unlyq‘
been employed there for about
five months, was considered
“disruptive’” by his supervisor
and foreman. -

However, the painter con-
tended the charges against him
were trumped up because of his
interest in the lead paint

Smce his dismissal in July,
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A ch:ef inspector, Eli Tormck
said that tests indicated a l(-:::ldI
content of 28 per cent, aithough
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A Legal Ald attorney sald
affidavits about the source of
the chips and test results would
be submitted as evidence
against the state in a class
action suit involving Willow-
brook . residents, c,hedu)seg! ‘
#étonvene "Monday " odklyn

eﬂeméﬁﬂ— \,t.p; 20K i
{ The distrigg court entered, &
iwide-ranging...decree last %y
ﬁi‘?otech!’g’\!
residents from harm and crue!
{and unusual punishment, rooted
lin due process and equal
iprotection clauses of the Con-
stitution.

The ~ lead- based paint com:
plaint falls under the protection
from harm order, the attorney
said.

i Plaintiffs’ constitutional
;claims of equal protection and

'the right to treatment and
habilitation will be pursued in;
court next week.
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ad Pmsonmg “ohtrol repar
that a child who ate a- small
amout of lead-based paint chips
daily from abaut 12 weeks could

go into convulsions. e

“Strangely  enough, ,some
children are just not affected
‘while others take a long tlme
‘to show their symptoms But
after symptoms appear, nothmg[
can be done Brain damage 1s
irreversible,” he said. °

The official added that adults. i
with lead poisoning usually do.
not have brain damage or die,
but they suffer from stomach,




