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e ‘y”posaltotxans{erres
from the  Willowbrook ‘Develop—
ment Center to the new, but un-
used, Island View Care Center in
Concord has met with opposmon
from commumty groups. : i
o
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- Changing Boxes

According to spokesmen for 'the!
groups, about two months ago it was
learned that the new center at 1000 Tar-4
gee St. might become the home for these
240 residents. i

Shortly thereafter, at ‘a public hear-
Ing, members of the Concord Civic Asso-
ciation composed of several hundred
residents, and of Community Planning
Board 8 expressed dissatisfaction that.
the community had not been consulted
befgre plans for Island View had been
made. - ;

-Area ls Conjested - : _;

Among other questions raised about
Island View were what was holding up
the state license to operate and why
the center’s original request for a nurs-
ing home was turned down, Community
Plaémmg Board Chairman Trevor Mills
sai

"~ Jim Britton, president of the Concord

civiec group, commented “They’re (the
nursing home) supposed to work with
us through the planning board on a
building of this type, but the owners
and developers just put up the struc-
ture and say to hell with the commu-
nity."

He added, “If they had consulted with
us, they would have known that the
area in question is already a congested !
one. Doctors Hospital is adjacent to it
and already gets more of a traffic flow
than the area can bear.”

Last week the Grassmere Civie Asso-
ciatmn joined these two groups in call-
ing for a meeting with State Mental
Hygiene Commissioner Alan Miller,

In a strongly worded letter to the
commissioner, Tom Brisco, chairman of
the health and hospital committee of
Planning Board 3, said he had been asked
to investigate wfly the community, and
he personally, as a member of the Advi-
sory Council on Mental Retardation of
the State of New York, had not been
notified of the plan.

Israel Fogel, who leases the center
said "it is still awaiting state llcensmg
and that the building wasn’t granted
the nursing home license because “At
that time, a moratorium had been put
on the number of nursing homes on
the Island.”

The three-story building, which re-
sembles a gigantic motel, has been
_Yvacant .for almost- 34 months.
In that time Fogel said he has been
‘seeking other uses for the premises.
! -Early this year he said he heard through
& mutual friend about Dr. Miodrag

Fogel contacted a.nd entered mto an
‘agreement with Ristich on April 1. “Ii
didn’t envision any prob]ems. In fact, |
I went ahead with hiring a staff, wlm:hji
I’ve since had to reduce because of oppo- |
sition from the commumty," Fogel said. 3

Fogel is still hopeful he will' ulti-
mately be issued a license by the state. .
Then, he said, “It would only take a’
few days for me to get the necessary
help and be ready for the transfer of 4
the Willowbrook residents. =~ :

“Personally, it is my feeling it would
be much better for them to:be in rooms
with two to four beds, as we can pro-
vide, than have them 60 in a ward as
they are now a ;llowbrook” ‘he said.

Willowbro ector,. Ristich, said
he feels “the move wouId be in the
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"1f the o srator-of the premlses does
not provide programs In accordance with
the rules and regulations of the State
Department of .Mental Hyglene, then
we'll be able to_mov accor ngly,” sau
the director. ! ¢

b Meanwhlle. n for eb\m-
.munity’ oppogxtion/is a charge that the
state i 1 back on its

o
ull tfme social workers |
ho’an, gee that the
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_ "Many in"the area thought ihen tk
bui’ldmg was_ rst ‘being built tha‘
was  going to 'be ‘an_addition io.,ﬁu
hospital. The lack of hospital bed space
on Staten Island has long been a com- |
munity concern. :

- According to Fogel of Island Vlew,
the idea had been con51dered but nothmg
ever came of it., -

Meanwhile, the bullamg iremains
empty until possibly the state, the _com-

munity and the ltmrs;ng ﬁéﬁé j‘ei s§n3
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