In Saskatchewan mentally
retarded adults are raising
bees with the help of the pro-
province’s association for the
mentally retarded. ’

In Alberta at Calgary’s Vo-

. cational Rehabilitation Re-

search Institute adult re-
tarded are being trained as
vincial Government and the
service station attendants and
waitresses. “They’re proving
that not only do these people
work well but their employers
are coming back asking for
more workers,” Dr. Graham
Clarkson of Edmonton said

- yesterday when interviewed

following his address to the
American Association on Men-
tal Deficiency.

Dr. Clarkson believes the:

mentally handicapped are
capable of being trained to a

. far greater degree than was

formerly thought possible.

-Once out working in industry

they should have the opportu-
nity for further training as
the need arises, he daid. |

Dr.: Clarkson told the AAMD
that the only rason large insti-
tutions for the mentally re-
tarded exist is the lack of ad-
equate services for the re-
tarded in the community.

“I have never found an in-
stitution providing services

i that couldn’t he provided by

the contmunity - itself,” Dr.
Clarkson said. ““The long-term
objective has to be the phas-
ing out of the large institu-
tion.”

Launching successful pro-
jects in the community is the
best way to convince munici-
palities there are ways they
can help to empty institutions,
he said.

Dr. Clarkson said thatina
typical institution for the re-
tarded in Canada, 88 per cent
of the people admitted had
come from their own home or
a foster home; 7 per cent had
come from a hospital or other
institution.
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Of those coming into the in-’
stitutions from home the av-
erage age was 381 years.
Cause for admission” was
given as difficult ‘behavior in
47 per cent of the cases, 21
per cent for parent relief.

In the case of more than
half the people admitted, no
community services had been
provided before admission de- _
spite the fact that more than
oriits & B e
senled re-a ons, - Dr,
Clarkson said. ==« &= 5

About half the admissions
were children of or under
school ‘age. Half the children
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‘of school age who had been

admitted were receiving no
school services in the com- |
munity and none of the chil- |
dren under schoo] age were
receiving day care or nursery !
school services. -~ - |

Dr. Clarkson said that of
the people who were dis-
charged during the_same pe- .

riod, no ements  had
been made in 40 per centof

gt R Y v e e
the - cases for provision -of

community  Sservices. As for
the - children, ar- .
rangements - for day céare or
nursery - school services had
only been made in 6 per cent
of the cases. o f
For school-aged children, |
services had been arranged J
for only half of the children
discharged. -~ ° .
Dr. Clarkson found that
those doing productive work
in the institutions represented
about 10 per cent of the resi-
dents where - the cases
and -“absence of available ¢om-
munity resources in problems

in_behavioral _problems in

£ IREA

-

a ‘third of the cases.

‘Margaret Birch, provincial
secretary for social develop-
ment, addressed a luncheon °

meeting of the conference.

Mrs. Birch said that sheltered

workshops do not represent a
complex solution where the
retarded are concerned. “We

will be working, along with

our partners in various com- ;
munities, to convince both
employers and employees that
we ought to try to create the
kind of work settings where |

the retarded individual can

function.” 55 e
' “To create those conditions
we will need the support and |
the co-operation of groups of
workers and employers all
across: the province,™: ghe
said. © oo e

Mrs. Birch told of a special
project at a sheltered work-
shop in Oshawa where a con-
tract has been obtained to
manufacture wooden toys un-
der licence from a U.S. firm.

*To help with the expansion
and development of the work-
shops we will be making spe- |
cial grants to aid them in de- |
veloping mew products, nego-
tiating contracts with local |
business and generally raising .
the standards of their employ-
ment programs.” <




