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'nursing homes, foster homes
and - halfway houses that
might bring some patients a
little closer to some sort. of
noninstitutional life scarcely
-exist around the country to-
—day. So the legal victories
have a dark side; the forced
-reduction of patient popula-
 tions in state hospitals means
that  unprepared people are
being dumped onto unpre-
_Pared communities. The pre-
dictable consequences have
been profits for operators of
inadequate facilities; worries
for residents of Queens,
Brooklyn and other dumping
* grounds, and opportunities for
politicians to make scare pro-
nouncements. “The snake pits
are being transferred from the
institutions to “the neighbor-
hoods,” declaréd Queens Bor-
ough - President Donald R,
Manes recently. And it may
be taken as an omen that
the city fathers of Long
Beach, L. I, passed an-
-ordinance. a few weeks ago
banning persons in need
of “continuous” psychiatric,
- medical or nursing care from
: , its - hotels and boarding
S snaRanrased | houses; the measure is aimed
; i 'ﬂi— ,f directly at the hundreds of
. CREATE IN CHINCHILLA | people who have recently
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N TR L s on to make the Willow-
e =TT "~ | brooks and St. Elizabeths
more like Bronx State or elim-
. inate them altogether. Its final
outcome will rest less with-
the courts than with the cit-
izens who will have to pay
for new facilities and perhaps
grow accustomed to accepting
the mentally handicapped into !
their towns and neighbor-
hoods. The costs may be high,
and there are no guarantees
of success; this is a field that
contains far more expertise
than certain knowledge.
Yet do we have a choice?
Dr. Roos accuses us of dis-
missing the mentally retarded
and the mentally ill as some-
how less human than our-
selves. The big state hospi-




