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| Staniey Pottinger (Halpern inherently coercive atmos-
calls it “the one source of Lhers of the institution.

light in the Justice Depart- B That sterilization opera-
ment”) brought a test case, ions cannot be performed on
Charging that the Rosewood jnmates of a mental institu-
State Hospital in Maryland tion unless they are safe-
is depriving inmates of a .09 by “the full panoply
variety  of . constitutional op onctiriional protections.”
rights. This is the flrs_t such ‘E@That a mental patient
case to be brought in the (.nnot pe forced to accept
name of the U.S. Government. nonemergency medical treat-

Pottinger also took the un- oo ie he or-she objects on..—-
- usual step of asking the court religious grounds. L o

to admit the Justice Depart- W That patient-workers at
ment as amicus in the Wil jnstitutions for the mentally
lowbrook case, with permis- handicapped are entitled to
sion to use the F. B. L to compensation under provi-

gather and present testimony  giono of the minimum wage
in behalf of the plaintiffs. law. -

. Thus, in the trial tc come this B That retarded children
spring, the weight of_ the Fed- pove a right to free public
eral Government will be on education just like other chil-
the side of the retarded. . dren. . = :
H—-—- The American Bar Associa- ~ ' go  the fight ~is ' being—~
-1--tion has set up a Commission - pressed on several fronts, and 3
- on the Rights of the Mentally = ¢, mental-health lawyers in-
- - Disabled, adding new respec- tenq tq keep up the pressure. ~
tability to the cause, and the «yp t5 now,” Paul Friedman
Mental Health Law Project, says, “we've been huddling
operating out of a pair of together for warmth in a cold
buildings on N Street, NW., world” Bit . as favorable .« -
-in Washington and an office - court mhngs have... come
- in New York City, has been down, the world has been _
-“generating cases at a vigorous “tyming less cold. Meetings on "~ -~
rate, as well as participating - |egal rights of the mentally
_in or influencing or just being handicapped, under auspices
. encouraged by other people’s of the Project and the Prac- .
cases. ) L ~ == ticing Law- Institute, have re-
" Project lawyers are able t0 _ cently been held' around the
-point to a number of recent _country. The series reached a-
_ court decisions: - thousand lawyers, who, Fried- -
B That indefinite confine- man "hopes, will Traise the
ment of a mentally retarded number of court actions from :
E person Who has been found 30 to 300 in a year. . 5 :
3 |- incompetent to stand trial is ~— So far, “the “major “cases — "

L
Tl
|

o Al L A N T

o

: &aﬁq S S R s N
i The Jones Shantung suit. A pelyester and rayon in blush and other
3bout $23. Floral printed nylon shirt in blue or persimmon. About $22.
1& Tayior, New York: Garfinckel's, Washingfon, D. C:‘[veysof»Rolelg»h;_
it, Chicago. ; R e i v
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7'A w&ll'poster at Searcy Hbspital in Alabama. .
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