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r travel interest, you'll wantSabenas HohdayAbroad

sstrated pages tell you everything you'll want to know ;

to Europe, the Middle East and Africa. - e
European Hoiiday Abroad, you can choose from _ B
2ut western Europe: guided, or on your own for [l

ace. And you'll find itineraries tomatchyour .= - _

=cture, theater and nightlife, shoppmg, sknng,or o f ‘

wri-Tours to experience Afnca’s wildlife and

s in the great game preserves. Or discover the exatic

ry and archaeology of Egypt and Ethiopia. = - o
turn you to the birthplace of western uwhzat:on and
ver the holy piaces of Judaism, Christianity and Islam,
n of the modern cities and Medltarranean resorts
.,,eczai selgium’s Bonus Days. i

s czn enjoy free sightseeing, entertainment, theater S

ations, gifts and discounts courtesy of the Belgian
nal I, your bonus treats areworth more than $75. - -
Abroad catalog and information on Belgiums: . -~

«upon below, call Sabena, or see your travel agent. *. "
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Sabena Eelgian World Airlines
Holiday Abroad Manager, Dept. N
125 Community Drive
~Great Neck, N.Y. 11021

Please send me the new HoIndayAbroad tour catalog

! andrrnfornwtlononBelgluwsBonusDays b -
I Mame
I Acdress
l City - Zip
Niy trave!l agent is : 2
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" tarded, Willowbrook State

Sc}gool on Staten Island. Over

. the years, Willowbrcok has

attracted its share of exposés,
-all shocking, all failing to ef-

" fect permanent improvements

in the ‘crowded, dirty condi-
“tions or the haphazard han-’

_ dling of patients. After paying
a visit to confirm for himself .
< the testimony he had beefi

hearing - about inadequate
feod, more . than adequate

filth, neglect by the staff and"

downright cruelty, Judge

__ Orrin G. Judd ordered Willow-
brook to do better, particular-

ly in providing medical care,

. hiring attendants and fixing
" the toilets. Althcugh Judd re-

served judgment for the time
being on the argument that

the retarded have a right to-

- treatment, Ennis characterizes
-this April, 1973, ruling, with -

" no intended play on words,
as a sweeping decision. It was

_ to check on its implementa-

" tion that hé paid an unan- *

-nounced visit to Willowbrook ~

last Thanksgiving Day."

Trailed by his wife, a
young .colleague from - the
‘Civil Liberties Union, and

' me, Ennis.spent three hours-
. doing spot checks—a ward
‘" for babies, all stick limbs and
- bedsores, blindness ‘and de--
... formity; one for disabled chil-_
" dren, some molded into in-’
- credible yoga-like positions;
one for young girls and ado--

lescent  boys, a few racing
‘from wall to wall, many

: scarcel)‘moving, others drift-

ing - about in "their private
worlds. Everywhere the TV

. was on—baton twirlers and

marching bands, young Amer-
ica brimming with energy,
bursting with health, going ig- -
nored in rooms where other
young Americans lay on floors
(chairs being a luxury in some

wards), or drifted, drifted. At"

~ Willowbrook, youthful exu-
berance is controlled by
drugs, and the only children
who wear football helmets are

- “head-bangers,” who must be -

kept from injuring themselves
Everywhere, Ennis “asked "’

" -about ongoing therapy. He

was glad to see a few puzzles

" and sets of blocks and peads
being . manipulated success- .
. fully by some teen-aged girls;
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is a notice cn all the bulletin
boards: SECLUSION, THE

"PLACING OF A RESIDENT
" ALONE IN A LOCKED ROOM,

SHALL NOT BE USED.,

The biggest change since

Ennis’s last visit was a reduc-
tion in numbers, The formerly
pPacked  dormitories ‘' now
seemed almost spacious—al-
though a ward for spastic
children was still crowded
enough so that in order to
spoon medicine to a child in
a crib, an attendant had io
step over the head of another_
on a mat on the floor. The
patient population at Willow-
brook has dropped from over

5,000 to about 3,700 in a mat-

ter of months, with about
200 more people due . to be

.moved soon to ngs Park®

State - Hospital in Suffolk

County; and the staff has been

mcreased in an effort to meet
_the court-ordered ratio of
‘one attendant on duty for
‘every nine residents. .(An

F. B. 1. check in November
.-found that more than a third
“of the wards were still not

down to the required ratio.)
One supervisor told Ennis

‘that attendants were being
- hired without real screening
- —“They’re taking anything .

that walks”—and were bring-
ing into Willowbrook alcohol-

* ism and drug addiction along -

with ordinary incompetence.

This informant, who sought

repeated assurances of con-
fidentiality, was not im-
pressed by the apparent up-
grading—“The answer is to
get rid of Willowbrook.”
Ennis concurs. Still, he left

the place that day ready to

report to the court that it
seemed to be complying
pretty well with the orders
regarding cleanliness and se-

_clusion rooms, and with evi- .
dence for the next stage of -
the casc .of The New York.
Re-

State Association for
tarded Children, et al. wv.

- Rockefeller, when he will be -
* asking for real therapy pro-

grams in addition to decent

- custodial care. With the help
““of allied experts, he will try
“tc'.shew “that the mentally

retarded require very differ- -
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the court order. Now, there

ent 'kinds of - attention than -
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