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25 Vin New Orleans consists of
John Minor Wisdom, former ~
Mississippi Gov. James P. Col- .
man, and Griffin Bell. They

a6 have been pondering the case
" for more than a year.)
-~ -Although the constitutional
: . issue remains up in the air for

. the time being, striking

- - changes have already taken

" .~ place in Alabama as a result

“of the Wyatt ruling and the

"~ follow-up  nearings. The

) . state’s Commissioner of Men-

.~ “:~- tal Health has been replaced.

-.» " - The number of patients at the

il three institutions has been

cut almost in half, from about

10,000 to about 5,000. There
~_are mo more straitjackets,

no more solitary confinement, .

- .. much less filth. The annual —

budget for patients in Ala-

» ., - bama’s three institutions has
more than doubled, bringing
the state rapidly up the na-

} tional list -for per-capita ex-

v ° . penditures on the mentally

disabled. When the state

3 complained that it could not 3
- find the cash to pay for ;
; the required improvements,~

.George Dean drew public at-

- tention to the sums set aside

in the state budget for such

events as the Junior Miss

Pageant and the yearly Swine

"+ Show. A day before Alabama’s

". legislators were called on to

voté for an increased mental-

health ‘“appropriation, Dean

‘sent each of them a picture

of a girl in a straitjacket,

flies visible on her mouth and

. face. “That’s part of our - -

7"~ case” The legislators came -

-

-~ through. TR
_ ~ In addition to its other in- = _
: novations, Wyatt drew atten-
"-... - -tion to the -situation of the i,
'~ " ‘institutionalized mentally re-
.+ .7 tarded. Having committed no
- — - ‘crime, representing no menace
. < to society, many have for all ,
.-~ .practical purposes been sen-
.- " tenced to indeterminate con-
. finement in so-called schools -~ -~
* where they receive precious
little schooling, where they
.are worked ‘without pay,
- where they may be subjected
- . to experiments of various
-~ sorts. By and large, this has
been done with the best of
intentions,” but as Paul Fried-
man realized during the hear-




