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There’s a true meating of minds

- After this. photo was

A patient at Alabama’s Partlow State School and Hospital.;
sent to. state legislators, they voted:
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Continued_ from Page 21

“done some reading on the de-
~~ veloping theories of the civil
_rights of prisoners and other
“wards of the state. As his

new jobs, he came up with a
right-to-treatment argument
on behalf of the inmates of
Bryce Hospital, and brought it
.. as a “class action,” a favorite

“} technique of civil-rights ad-

! vocates. Instead of arguing

- that one individual, such .as
" Rouse, had been deprived of
“his right to treatment, Dean

in the name of one Ricky
Wyatt (whom Dean has yet to
-meet) “and for all others sim-
ilarly situated.” So even if

the next day or if his partic--
ular course of treatment were
vastly imgproved, the case
would still be carried forward
to a decision. :

Attorney Dean is the first

to_acknowledea that he doas

to increase | the appropriation for mental health services.

_original clients went off to |

argued that all the inmates .
 _were being deprived of their
rights. The case was brought

Ricky Wyatt were discharged

~

_along a newspaper photog:
rapher on his visits, on the!
_assumption that “the Jjudges
reads the newspaper.” He also i
liked to ask for records and ]
have his request refused in
-~ the presence of a reporter_A
Most. of his information on
conditions inside came to him
through leaks from the institu
tion staff: “They’ll tell o
‘one another something terri
ble. If you catch them while
they’re young, before they
spoil, they'll Jtell ' you ang
w thing.” - i T
SO evidence that_ Dean

was strong enough to per
suade District Judge Frank.
M. Johnson Jr. that th
treatment programs for 'its
5,000 patients, most of them i
involuntarily committed, were &}
inadequate. Expanding :
Judge Bazelon’s hint in the
. Rouse case, he ruled: “To
deprive any citizen of his or
her libertv uhon the altroict




