..~ By MARY ENGELS

" Such leisure pursuits as horse-
back riding, bowling or joining the
Girl Scouts are taken for granted
- by so many people that few stop to
consider that there are those who
never get a chance to enjoy those
activities. :

A group of dedicated staff workers
at Willowbrook State School on Staten
Island is making sure that the mentally
retarded residents at the school do not
miss out on such fun. The workers, staff
members in Bujlding 21, are volunteering
their own time to assure that the resi.
dents experience the joy of riding a
horse _learning to bowl or joining the
Girl Scout movement. -

~-.Dr. Stan Slawinski, chief of services
at Willowbrook, said; “I’ve never seen
sueh  dedication .as these women have
here”It’s due to the staff input that
the residents are getting a slice of life
as ifis out there in the community.”
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€ G A N e e : _ News photos by Jim Romano
Dr. Stan Slawinski, chief of services af Willowbrook, and Mrs. Connie 5= 5
Johannsen, a team leader, discuss one of the programs in photo at left. Diane
Buglioli, a recreation therapist, helps children enjoy tumbling (above). -
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actions of fear and those that do not.”
“Progress in the program ecan be
measured by the fact that there are

- course of the year _;i.a the g;ml is to |
make the residents prepared to go out
in- the community when they leave Wil-

lowbrook and be:useful, productive citi- . residents at . Willowbrook enjoying
zéng,” "L Bivad ¢ 2o 7 -horseback riding who had never “seen
The program, Slawinski feels, will a horse a few months ago. o ml
help residents adjust to the recreational . ““With FARM,” noted Ms. Benoit, “we
facilities in communities that do mot hope to teach them to care for animals
miake special provisions for the re- _and enjoy them.” T
g ¥ ¢ el 0 . Arother program which has proved

tarded.

Slawinski eredits ftWo wonien with ': “successful at the school is Operation

playing leading roles in starting “the/  WOW  (Willowbrook’ fOutside; Work-
program. They are Dlane Buglioli and shop). " i - = toos. o0 - S
Genevieve Benoit, both residents of New . HThis one shows the residents what

‘playgrounds are like, how they can
lowbrook, . ; X, “function properly in_this type of set-
One of the projects FARM (Familiar- - ting.” said Ms. Buglioli, “Also,"as part
ization with Animals for Recreation and ~ Of the program we’ve begum to tiadl ﬂl‘;
Motivation) was begun last summer bez  gitls how to bowl at one of & & loca
cause “many of the residents had litile ~facilities. They’ve responded well and
or no contact with animals of any kind,” are very excited about the new skills. :
said Ms, Buglioli, ~ S e & 1o i ““The final segment of WOW involves
“Thev also-'h'p;ifa' “local trips to movie theaters and shows,
9. : all part of a cultural eduecation.” . = .
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A resident of Willowbrook learns to
enjoy the sport of bowling thanks to
the program.

some community support from people:
with cars we’d really appreciate it.” - _ ;
In addition to FARM and Operation
WOW, the Willowhrook program_Te-
cently instituted Girl Scout units. Thers
‘are 2 Brownie Troop with nine members
and a Junior Troop with 21 members. |
«“Through the cooperation of parents,
friends and local citizens, we’ve besn
able to buy uniforms for all of our
members and we were able to formally
register them with the Girl Scouts of
America,” Ms. Benoit said. |
She pointed out that the requirements
for membership in the Willowbrook
troops are kept as close as possible
to the Girl Scout requirements: for
normal children. ¥ y
«So far it’s proved successful,” Ms. |
Benoit said. “The recent investiture cere-
mony was held the same way as. normal
“Girl Scouts perform it, with a limited:
amount of help. S
~ “In the future, we intend to expose”
them to more and more Girl Scout agkis
vities\in the eommunity 80 they ean
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