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*Oh, 1 miss ‘him so much. Ié
would be my heart's desire, not
only mine alone, but my whole:
family, to have our little boy
home with us again.

“Everyone in the family Loves
him and would do anything for
him. Our friends, our minister,
all who he comes in contact
with, love him.

“Oh, Mr. Berman} would you
please consider me worthy of
the right of having him? I do
believe that he will live longer,
and I feel so sorry for him be-
cause nobody has ever come to
ask about him, and he knows no
other relatives except us. |

*1 am pleading with you, Mr.
Berman, as my superlor ‘ad-

visor, asking ‘you to please let
me have him in my care a.nd
God will bless you.”, ¢ |
t Twenty-two years ago, a deep-
(ly religious Brooklyn woman
pleaded with Willowbrook State
School’s director to let her keep.
her 8-year-old foster son. = ¢
| In the winter of 1942, the boy
'had been found in his room,
\almost frozen to death. When
his mother deserted the family
in 1944, his father placed him
\'with the Children’s Aid Society,
‘which placed hlm with a foster
family.
- “He was given to me to take
‘care of on 8-2-44,” the foster
mother wrote in her letter to the
director. “At that time, he was
in awful condition, gould not
even sit down ina lr I nurs-

ed ﬂhaTt little boy from t@en on,

and 1 had Wo!
sleepless ﬁm g&’;{ gll,

I never gave up.

When the boy was 8 years old
the Children’s Aid Society
recommended him for Willow-
brook care. Under protests from
the foster mother and the
family’s minister, the child was
admitted to Willowbrook.

HISTORY
In 1952, his 'IQ was 59. When

he was in foster care, he did not
progress in school, but reported

ly seemed to be domg well in
jthe home. . . Ak J

i du

| In 1966, after bemg ¢
shtuhonahzed for 13 yem,

IQ was down to 43. He regresse
|from bemg cons1dered

|to only tramable, and becam 1
belligerent young man. -k £

‘While he was institutioralize
his foster mother died. "He ha
no correspondents or visitors
and often fantasized about fami-
ly life. :

Today, he is still in Willow-
brook. He is 29 years old, a man
who had once known love in a
foster family, a man today who
has 22 years of institutionalized
life behind him.

He is one of many in Willow-
brook, placed there years ago
and seemingly forgotten. The
years in the institution had
taken their toll on him.

Yet for him, and many others
like him, there is hope emergmg
jout of the long years behmd
institution’s walls

The FederaI Grant Evaluntm
Team is currently reviewing al
Willowbrook residents and ma
irig ‘recommendations for “their
future care.

“Very few people, if any,
belong in institutions,” ~Dr.|
Norman Ruttner, a physician on
the team, claimed. ‘*We’'re
trying to get them out. A great
majority of the people now here
would thrive better in homes.”

The team is composed -
sician, two psychologists, two
social workers, a coordinator
and a stenographer. To date, 311
residents have been evaluated
with 891 recommendationts made
for them. Of that group, 17 per,

cent have already left Wlllow-

lbrook £ ¥
| In evaluatmg, ﬂ)e team

isiders each resldent asa
individual @ conglden ?
unique ps logncal., ;
social and familia
teristics of each person.
They probe old charts and
records, interview the resident
and medically examine him.
With the information they
gather, recommendations are
made, whether they are practical
or not, If programs are needed
for the resident and are non-ex-
istent, the team suggests the
hoping their recommendahlmg

g
harac- |

will. be needd for t’ne benefit
the rem}ané P

ﬂmﬁ‘ evaluations, they find peo-
Iple who ongmally should ongt
have placed Willowbro
Pﬁoﬂegm S «fl lly and
payeholo cally ignored, people
Wh did not hv:nt continuity in
a] _ireatm r people
"ﬁe?‘é“blnaced for g;arsonal or
familial reasons. !
. A blind child with a 90 IQ,|
I“w&m acted retarded because of
oﬁher handicaps,” is one mis-
diagnosed case, ' Dr. "Ruttner
said, The young man in his mid-
20s who did not do as well as
was expected in a Hebrew
|school, was another. Dr. Ruttner
also speaks of many young girls
placed in Willowbrook because
1ther1r parents though’t they would
become promiscuous or would
be sexually assaulted elsewhere.
| The border-line retardates
who were placed in Willowbrook'
and would have thrived better in
home situations, constitute a
large group the feam is hoping
to have released. ‘

PARENTS’ RESP(]NSIBILITY
( “New York State, by its pohcy

of institutionalization, has in a
way encouraged parents to ab-
dicate their responsibility,” Dr.
Ruttner claims. “‘For years,
{doctors, parents and ad-
\ministrators, too, in their at-
titudes’ encouraged 'in-
staftutlonahzatmn : (
“There are a myriad of klds
here who don’t belong here,” he‘
said.
' Yet as the 'team works to
release people from Willowbrook
one of the greatest problems
ficed is the effect of long-term
institutionalization on the
residents. -
| ““The person has been in-
stitutionalized so long that he
jcan’t be released now,” is a
statement Dr. Ruttner found in
response to a team recom-
mendahon that one resident be

tq dress beha s
}There is also s'lai'c
team receives from Wmllowbrook‘
building personnel. ,
“They’ve been working here
long enough to believe that peo-
ple really belong * in"-dn-
'stitutions,” ‘Ruttner claims. oo
The effects of long-term in-
stitutionalization also are
acerbated by medical problems
that Dr. Ruttner, as physmlan of
the team, is finding.
“Fifty-eight per cent of the
residents examined need further
medical consultation. We're ﬁm-[
ding problems that hadn’t beelj
picked up before,” he claims. |
‘A lot have been, minor, b i
too ‘'many -~ have be si
cant: . Orthop edic
eye pathalogy, ﬁxgmfi

“The n’l@%orhm tah gﬁhfea‘:i
is that it is an agency ‘whic

only recomends without powers
of implementation. That must
be left with building personnel.\
staff physicians, the Commumtyl
Services Unit, and fmally, ﬂha
administration.

The team is, however Dr.
Ruttner says, “One of the of-
forts to make Wlllowbroofk bet-
ter.”

“After rbhe re51dents have
been evaluated, many of them

ré ’*éa“tc,h éz " Eg%f"A
m&m”‘*ﬁ Torg _that

come back every few days to
ask when they’re “getting out.
You bump into them outsude and |

they ask. ~ SRR AT |
“Most .1,'958 a,

desu'e to gd&eﬁ el
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