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By ELAINE BOIES -
Summer camps have been in fu]l swing,” ith

campers everywhere meeting nature on its home
ground, exploring piney forest trails, chasing butter-

flies on the wing, ending their days with tired saﬂs-_r

faction,
Among this year’s first-time summer campers

are 311 retarded residents of Willowbrook S'tabg
School, some of them suffering from cerebral palsy. !
deafness and other physical handicaps as well, * *

In a project instigated by Willowbrook’s Bene-’
volent Society, and supported by the school admini-

stration, 134 patients are enjoying a full sleep-away

camp experience, while the remaining 177 a're’
participating in a variety of day camp pmgrams !nf' :

Brooklyn and on Staten Island.
Last year the state Association for Retarded

Children finitiated Camp Catskill in Greenkill, N. Y .

as a sleep-away facility for the retarded.

Funded jointly by ARC and the state Depart- ;'-’

ment of Mental Hygiene, the camp took 50 Wﬂlow-
brook residents, but cut back to 40 this year.

That's when the Willowbrook Benevolent
Society, a volunteer group composed mainly of par-
ents of retarded children, sprang into action. -

The Society donated $1,000 to send five more

youngsters to Camp Catskill, and in the proceuég

wondered why there couldn’t be some kind of camp- .
ing activity for a lot more patients. :

‘ﬂ*n Aprﬂ, Willowbrook's soctal servicé depart

“@ ’;im‘ker

T

ted Miss Carolyn Saberg, a soclal
“check out the availability of such pro-"‘

grams for the retarded.

ﬁm Bier, a parent and board member of the
-Benevolent Society, said the group then was told

; there were no funds coming from the Mental

Hyglene Department to pay for camp activities.

“'We gave them the green light to go ahead and | |
' secure the places,” Bier said, “and we spent ap- |
proximately $3,500, and had board apprcwal to
spend another $6 500 i

And then, as in fairy tales with happy endlngs
a strange thing happened. ,

* The Benevolent Society “found’’ a pot of gold — |
about $250,000, in fact — hiding in the pages of W11-
lawbrook’s financial ledgers.

J’erry Gavin, president of the volunteer fund-‘
rgising organization, Jerry Isaacs, financial sec-
petary, and Mr. Bier said the fund was discovered | ‘
somewhat surreptitiously, and that it represented
an @ccumulation of patient resources, private and

|

|
| public contributions and profits from the school’s i

-: :‘ community store.

“We spoke to a representatlve of the Depart-
mecnt of Mental Hygiene,” Mr. Bler said, “to re-
Jaeang $20,000 of those funds for camp.”

"i’hat was done, and additionally, the Willow-
stration reimbursed the Benevolgn_t
ty for iu ln'ltlal hy-out of $3 500. i 2
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Now, t‘hanks“toﬁ%he Bengvolent Soc'ie‘fy?s“}eter-
mination to break down the confining walls of the
grim institution, the residents are discovering an-
other world outside.

In addition to the 45 campers at Camp Catskill,
three are at Camp Lawton, a camp for the deaf in
the Catskills; 44 are living at Camp Cummings in
Brewster; 24 are enrolled in Camp Leah, also Brew-
ster; and 12 are at Camp Jenet, an ARC camp fin
Hunter, N. Y.

The biggest breakthrough in terms of placing
retarded patients has come with the acceptance of
six Willowbrook residents at a camp for normal
children run by the Knights of Pythias in Glenspey,
N.Y. :

Locally, 25 residents are at Camp Pogo, spon-
sored by the Downs Syndrome Foundation in Tot-
tenville; 10 are part of the Staten Island Aid to Re-
tarded Children day camp program in West Brigh-
ton; 12 are day campers at the United Cerebral
Palsy center in Port Richmond; 90 travel daily to
Brooklyn for the Catholic Charities program in Bis-
hop Ford High School; and 40 are or will be frolick-
ing on the Camp Kaufmann grounds with an Edu-
cational Alliance day camp. i
. But while the sun shines brightly on Willow-
brook this summer, the Benevolent Society is pre-
pared for rafn, © . A T C s -5 g |

“This money is going to dry up eventually,”
Mr. Gavin said. “It’s really only a one-shot deal.
Next year, we want to send more children. We'd
like to set up a continuing program for blind, deaf

and other handicapped children. There should also
be more camps for adult patients.” :

But the 311 campers who are playing ball, swim-
ming, hiking, boating and roasting marshmallows
care nothing about the future. They know only that
something rare and wonderful happened in the sum-
mer of '73. o :

, the UCP._ center, provides
Mrs. Herman Battle, at the UCP_center, provides
milk and fruit for a refreshments break between

tivities.

Jeffrey Gavrich, a counselor at the United g;erebralq

Palsy Center in Port Richmond, shows thes

nes illo -
Jbrook residents what a wide, wide world it is.




