and  skills © to+ become . in«
iependent. 1t i3 the parents who
can provide this better thar
anvone - else, . the bookleq
itracesc

What the parents neeq ‘are th%
Gualities of a’saint to cope with|
the constant teaching, the day
by-day  dilemmas and the
ﬁmulemﬁ that mieht arise 'n-
ternally within the tamily. ..

Yet the booklet reassures. the
pacents: If saintly qualities are
required, then  the - parents
shouldn't feel bad if they fail
'short in any of these catecrtmes

SOME ANSWERS

Che booklet was wrxbten by
Dr. Manny Sterniicht and Ina
Stllivan of Central Habyhtatxon
services  at  Willowbrook -

response to the many qu&ctmn
‘parents raised. -

t suggests thaf a parent: put
‘aside some time:each day that
“w can-- devote: totally to"the
JPH.Ad claiming -“It is better-to

iave a little- time -that is. ajl
:"115 and yours: together - than 1|
ilot of ime that ise ‘never reaklv
{5is alone.’7=i ts i

“¥arning ava‘nst comnarmcr
e "h ld to the other*ch:ldrem
in e famzlv b ta.-ces aI

¢ velopmental approach, whereﬁ
the child is seen as unique, ‘notj
e r‘ompared to- anyone bu
15eff

“le is unlike any other c}uld
€ven another deaf-blind* child,
and his development is~alls hts
own. Compare him to himself,
to “.n r)ermrmdnce last year or
the vear before rather than to
his blmus and you -will- see
the increase hae. is. -making in
Ris skills in living,” it reads.
The  booklet  siresses - that
parenss  should not set therr
xpeciations. ton  high, and
Jt ey should “trv ty find
experiences for him that make
Use pf ncl stimulate ihe senses

i
h:":

|
exampie, the warld off
- : = |
1S open:  There arey

if the  bhench, foods,
ives cut grass, casoline in

Y7 station. spap
e factiie werld, ton:. Lek
iha ehild feel enid aiass. arass

Ssnest  texmires in the
Notise, furnimre, walls, !

For  beginnings of com:k
munication with, the chiid, the
pdlent can hold the child’s head!
close to his chest when singing. |
Jhumming and talking, so thel
'“fmd can fteel the whrationh
The booklet - also. claims the
child will enioy the vibration
of musical instruments, such as
the guitar.

TZACHING METHOD

It suggests a step-hy-step
method of teaching the child

self-care  steps: how to wash
and bathe himself, to hrush his

teeth and’ hair; to feed and
dress himself, to use the toilef!
“While this would take. perj
sistent and - patient training
each step demands less and least
of your attention and mnre
independence from . your chlJ
and incidentally - gives. him
much crreater sense. of °
camohshment the - bookle
reads. ‘“All- Ieammg is"done byt
small steps.” each buﬂdmoiom
the accomphsﬁmezzt,m? the- onee

that has gone before.”” - &

‘Even as-the-child is seen asj
a special “individual who- canI
move only at his. own pace, hei
should. not be-seen. 2s 'S0 special|
that he ned” not follow anyl
fa*mly rules or. regulations. ~- |

“He needs ts- be accepted by}
all members- of 'the family«toi
be a real part of it the boc)kieq
reads. “He won’t get that ac
~eptance - if. t‘ze famey menm-{

bers resent ¥ the * speciall
privileges - he= -.'-’getS'— in. rulei
brea‘\'mw G s 3 ‘

Four - the orwmal - six!

children in the-program have:
returned to. their-own farmhem
for the summer. Foster homes!
are being - considered for thez
other two voungsters.
] Tne.?rngnm was con:sdered'
very successful by Willowbrooki
administrarars  and by HEW!
ropresenintivas who came (rom:
Washington. {or evaluaton. < -«
“unding das ceen renewed for:

‘another - vear, to extend the:
‘program unil June: 197+ - - g




