Firemen assemble in front of Bbuildiling»i).
there. The fire raged out of control for more than three hours. ~
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help water proof the basement.

When the holes were finally
drilled after an hour, tar
dripped down on the men un-
derneath trying to work the
hoses on the blaze.

After the holes had been
drilled, the main body of the
fire was put out by spraying
water through them. The fire
was declared under control at
5:15 p.m.

Four firemen, a Fire Depart-
ment photographer and two
officers were injured fighting
the fire.

Capt. Daniel Altillo of the
Division of Training was
overcome by ammonia fumes
when the flange on the
refrigeration piping broke.

Overcome by smoke inhala-
tion were Lt. James F. Lessing
of Engine 154, and Firemen
Nicholas Grausso of Ladder 83
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and Rdbert Vlgnar and Frank
Schmidt of Engine 166,

Anthony Delle Donne of 939
Castleton Ave., West Brighton,
a_photographer for the depart-
ment, had his right leg punc-
tured by a piece of flying metal,
and Fireman Joseph Petosa of
Engine 155 suffered a gash on
the left hand.

All were taken fo St. Vin-
cent’s Medical Center for treat-
ment and were later released.

A spkesman for the depart-
ment said that during the after-
noon all men who fought the
fire in the basement had to be
relieved because of smoke
exhaustion.

Deputy Chief Salvatore
Valenza directed the operations
inside the building, while acting
Deputy Chief John  Hess
directed the entire operation.
Chief Walter Hill of the 22nd
Battalion, the first unit on the

scene, initially dxrected ‘the

o
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Special units ﬂhat arnved on
the scene were Rescue Co. No.
2 from Brooklyn, three Fire
Department mask service wunits
and ambulances from the Fire
Department and Sea View
Hospital.

No one in the building at the
time of the fire was injured,
but the building, which serves
meals to some 2,500 residents
at the facility, was closed and
the residents taken elsewhere
to eat.

The last unit left the scene
after cleanup operations about
9 p.m.

The investigation of the ﬁre
is under the direction of
Deputy . Fire . Commlssroner
Vincent M. Caniy

Since May 16, the department
has answe\ed over 237 /false
alarms ‘at . w:llowhrook in-
cluding” four yesterd y before

the ﬁre broke out. ‘}‘
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