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By DAVID 0. STEWART

A state audit released today
by Controller Arthur Levitt
sharply criticizes conditions at
Willowbrook State School and
presents a precise and
sometimes gruesome list of the
mental institution’s in-
adequacies, many of which were
laid at the feet of inadequate
supervision by the school ad-
ministration.

Spotlighting unsanitary physi-
cal conditions, inadequate em-
ploye supervision and neglect of

the patients at the facility, the
study is based on two months of
visits to Building 20 - at
Willowbrook last July and Aug-
ust.

The .report notes that the
initial recommendations made
by the auditors were adopted,
but that one month after the
study was completed, ““Signs of
adverse hygienic conditions had
started to reappear and there
was evidence of retrogressmn
in the building rehabilitation.”

Building 20, which “represents
a microcosm of all that is

wrong at Willowbrook,” ac-
cording to the study, houses 251
ambulatory, male adult retar-
dates. .

The facility, which was
designed for only 188 patients,
houses four wards, and 82
employes work there.

The report states: “The most
upsefting condition of Building
20 was the feces and urine on
the walls and floors of the
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dormitories, hallways and
bathroom facilities gnd. ﬂ:e ac-
companying _.stench. . Th e
bulldmg was mfe'sted mth

vermin and man{ ma]or items
(windows, toile s, '!euntamsg

locks) were in dis b L

Proposals for more extens:ve
cleanup operations ‘and a
vermin extermination program
were submitted, but in April of
this year the auditors returned
to find such services “dlsorgan
ized and incomplete.”

Citing the general im-
provement in the wards during
the period of the audit last sum-
mer, the report notes, “It is
evident from this that there is

an immediate ‘need for im-‘

proved swpervxswn JNoE ‘iwi@ B
On two early visits, the docu-
ment relates, the auditors found
most of the patients in the ward
naked, and one . attendant
reading a newspaper and
another sleeping in a chair.
“These conditions apparently
resulted from the indifference
of both the ward personnel and
supervisors since, as our
presence in the building became
more frequent, the frequency of
nakedness was lessand lfess,”
the report continues. +*In ad-
dition, our uscho&aled day,

night ‘and weekend Visits' ‘ap-
parently had’ the “effect of
keeping the wards attended and
the attendants awake.” \
The state also criticizes the'
large numberﬁo
leaves  without pay ' and
tardiness of the staff, clalmmg
that in one’16-week ﬁemd the

82 employes | of Building 20 list-
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ed more than 200 days of au-
thorized absence and about 140
instances of tardiness.

““Dhis resulted in an unplan-'
ned reduction of patient. care

because the school was unable

to fill the positions to cover for
employees,” the report main-

tains.

The auditors commend the
present director of Willowbrook,
Dr. Miodrag Ristich, for
“significant improvement” in
disciplining the staff, pointing
out that Ristich has instituted 38
disciplinary proceedings in less
than a - year, where his
predecessor had held only six in
the previous 18 months.

Ristich took over as acting
director in July, ‘and "became

permanent director ° in October.
One of the results of the
overcrowding at Willowbrook
and the lax staff performance,
the report states, was repeated
failure of the institution to
evaluate the patients in ac-

cordance with a federal statute,

which calls for patient evaluta-

tions every six months. .

“We found that 184 of the 251
patients in Building 20 had
never been evaluated and that
47 patients had been evaluated

once in the spring of 1971,” the

auditors relate.
The school administration has
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begun a program to complete‘
the evaluations, but the pro-

cedure will take at least a year.
The state audit calls for a step-
ped-up effort on evaluations and




