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the lean ﬁrmness of youth, a dark-eyed young ‘man w1th a. Ityhshlyg
easy smile. Casual in his Hue?ea

i usfach a shock of rich brown hair and an
and 'Brown sweater he leaned into the black fabric
|good-naturedly although his speech came in the slow,

in Willowbrook and-*
outside is two different things,”
Bernard Carabello was saying.
“In Wlllowbrook you got people
waiting on you.” 9

“Being ‘on the outside is 8
struggle,” he reflected. “You got
responsibilities. . .. ™

" Left at Willowbrook

Bernard doesn’t . remember

much about that day more than

20 years ago when he was taken
to the admissions office at Wil-

lowbrook, the hospital for the
mentally retarded and deposited.
He does. remember being afraid
f“}d crymg when hls mother
e o~

The 4-year old hke a lot of
the youngsters at Willowbrook,
had difficulty talking, walking
and getting ahout. His words
came out garbled and strained,
his hands refused to do what hel
wanted them to do, he stumbled|
when he tried to walk. |

People were -beginning to
be aware of cg::;ﬁ' palsy back

then. It was o iul:umatlcally
assumed that & ghild with Ber-
nard’s sympto' was mentnlly
retarded. - Ry R

e (1] Tesf ,ibo!g i %

Even after IQ tests showed
Bernard was testing above 70—
the arbitraty eutoff point for‘
children to be accepted at Wil-
lowbrook or turned away—Ber-‘
nard remained.

He stayed there for 18 years
—auntil his fellow ihmates and the
personnel there became all the
family he knew.,

Then a lot of. things started

e o

“him t0 ‘make’
world. The,

to him at

ntacted - United'

alsy  about enrolling”

Bernard in a new workshop pro-

gram the prganization was get-
ting started on Staten Island.

> =l

Accepted at Workshop

Bernard was accepted for the
woBrkshop as soon as it opened.

anme l’ng news.
en Bernard met
Ievmou

i“Bernard was prominent’ ’ﬁ’
story,” recalled Norma Secott,
director of vocational g
for United Cerebral Palsy.
weeks following the pubhclzed‘
scandal over conditions at Wil-'
lowbrook, Mrs. Scott said, “Ber-;
nard was in the middle of Wll--‘
lowbrook’s internal trouble.” .- 7

The young man who never had
received much attention af Wil-
lowbrook because there were “so’
many youngsters competing lor
attention there, suddenly expen-
enced the heady feeling of belng
a TV celebrity.

Rivera’s story about how Ber-
nard’s problem was cerebral pal-!
sy and not ordinary mental re:
tardation was played over local
television, making it sound as1
though Willowbrook had made a°
huge -mistake in diagnosing the
youngsters ailment.. - Bernar(ﬁ
formed a lasting attachment for

Riv B 3
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QIgroblem Not Men

“It was quite h
nard’s big problemmfél 10t 3
tal,” Mrs. Scott- B
p]amed that because  of
from Bernard’s -
UCP agreed to accept Bernard
for a de\e]opmental program in.
operation on Staten Island al-|
though the workshop f1c:11ty shll
had not opened. f

“While he tested at borderlme
mtelligence ” Mrs. Scott went on,
“his_ major problem was really
cerebral palsy. And he was edu-’
cable,” she said firmly. “Another
major problem was the fact that-
he had been mstltuhouaJ
most of his life.”

Day 5
out" ﬂlow 00
end. ‘*We ‘refused to
back 7 20—year-old D-

The UCP officials m-mn
talkmg' about how it was whin

Kimball, dlrector of
tions and fund raising
organization, . ¥The i3

.nard’s productivity was not good.

era, had come to follow up on
the “sensational coverage of the
boy - who had lived at Willow-
brook by mlstake for nearly twoi

decades. . - sEE T 4
Because of all the pubhcxty

about Bernard, United Cerebral

palsy officials saxd the organiza-|
tion “bent over backward” try-’
mg to accommodate Bernard.
“Because he wanted  to read,
they allowed him to enroll in
both the “developmental” pro-
gram and the vocatlonal work~

sho
gmprovmg But Impatlent
But as Mrs. Scott explained,

“Bernard was not happy. From

a vocatioal point of view, Ber-

He was unprong, %ut he was

ur, we would not have accepted.

h

blg in the workshop program J_

! e would have m,gc g!ace'
ott

him in industry,” Mrs. | said.
In any event, on Ju

“Bernar& told us he w.

the
program,”. Mrs'_ Scott 3
nard agreed ‘with her'c
on abo h

‘of 'hls _story
nrd. ~ “no one
thou t ﬁbouﬁ the psychological
problem ‘involved with brmgmgi
him back mto}_ﬁth community,”

he al,

" Bernard. sald Hii BF
urged him'%oj:o st
I'm not going do | at, -Ber+
nard said, recalling the forl;-
shop. “I didn’t like #» =

And, in the tone of a man de-
llvermg the clinching argument,
he said: “Geraldo doesn’t think
I should go back to the work-
shop.”

Reply From Geraldo
Reached at his office, Rivera

!ent,” he said, adding that he in-

said he never told Bernard to

Jeave the workshop but because

-Bernard’s speed was so hampered
by his affliction %we just never
considered the works op a3 @
possibility for him.” =

Rivera also conceded that tha
publicity may have been a del:x:‘L-
ment to Bernard’s schooling. “I
really feel like a negligent par-

tended - to try to help Bernard

find & job: - “1 ﬁﬁ ho
M anwhﬂe, eyoungm W
’ thers

TR

longs for th e life of 0,‘., ﬂlﬂ'
age: lzinz out -at a
world e&for pe0p 10 ‘ean
make ngues and ;and
harcnlds d_o yhat _they want_them
to do

“1 would like a job with mini-
mum wage—just like you and|
everybody else,” -he -said - F;-it-
fully, his face egntorting in"one
of bhe muscular gpas
teristic of the palsied. -




