tinued . immaturity, = the
request was postponed until
the following year, when sud-
{ denly Willie found himself on
the outside looking in.

1t was felt by the processing
committee, which reviews
the pending discharge of a
patient, that Willie was basi-
cally “a good boy” and that
since he was not retarded, he
should be discharged and
placed with the Bureau of
Child Welfare and ine Depars.
ment of Voeational ekabili
tatior. for evaluatic:: and joh
training.

Willie’ had never received
any visitors while a patient,
except once when his mother
came and wanted to take him
home for the weekend. When
permission was denied
because she was living in a
furnished room and not her
own  apartment, Willic’s
mother never returned to
visit her son.

When Willie was released
from Willowbrook, a family
type atmosphere was recom-
mended. Willie was placed on
“family care.” .He was to
reside in a private home with
four other boys, and a mar-
ried. couple to  supervise.

When plans were underway i

for Willic to be trained as-a
key punch operator. things
seemed to be taking a turn for
the better.

Placed on Family Care on
August Tth, 1970, a program
-winch Jasts for usually 2 -3
years, Willie® was suddenly

discharged frém the program
on-August 20th ot that year.
Amidst reports that he had
stolen a record player and,
had been uncooperative while |
in the care of the family,J
Willowbrook completely |
washed its hands of Willie;
Summers. ; ; '

Willie is understandably |
bitter, and he views his sud- |
den discharge as a deliberate
attempt on the part of the
administration to rid them-
selves of the boy they could®

not force to submit to thel

system. .

“There was no problem liv-
ing in the group home,” says
Willie. ‘I was just discharged |

too fast. I hadn’t even begun
to adjust to living in the com-
munity. You start to see new
faces, different places. It's
hard to adjust to certain
things.” :

“Faced with no income and
no home, Willie was put on
public assistance and placed
in the Christmas Tree Inn, a
South “Shore “rooming house
noted for its hazardous condi-
ﬁghs and equally hazardous
Clientele. e Sodigii ade &
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Asked why he did not remain
in either of those positions,
Willie explained that every-
time he secured a job, and
then .came - back to visit
friends at Willowbrook, he
would be arrested for an as-
sortment of crimes. - .~ = ©
7+ Willie feels that he-is being
unduly ' persecufed by ~th
tion. “Why "ean’t T eome up .
here? All_the sther ex-pa-;
tients come, but they.pestrict -
me. They know Fm a trouble- |
maker. They could see me
sitting here doing nothing and |
they'll comé and say they saw
me doing such and such.” ..
Numerous run-ins with the
law have caused Willie to be
incarcerated seven 'tlmes‘v
since his release from Willow-
brook in late 1970. “Every
single arrest for me was at
Willowbrook. Out in the com-
munity, I don't get arrested
because I don’t get into trou-
ble. I've developed a reputa-
tion so that every time some-
thing happens around here
(Willowbrook),  they come
looking forme.”- = =,
Willie . was . recently
released from the Riker’s Is-
land . prison. “They said I
robbed a truck of $180 worth
of stuff. I just happened to be
standing near it...I did four
months for that.”” =~~~ |
In another -instance, Willie\
was accused of arson at the-
facility. “That wasn’t arson," i
he states. “I broke into the |
kitchen to get somewhere to

| sleep because it was raining
' and-1 had nowhere to go. 1
 looked around to see if there
| was anything to eat. and I
[ happened to put a paper in a
| garbage can, and it must have
Caught fire.” fsat ialiiie =
These acts and others are
flatly denied ‘by Willie who
says simply, “I'm not going to
admitthat I did doit.”— 2%
ln, = IV n i bhOs
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treated before release. If the
institution fails to provide this
service, they argue, the indi-
vidua] should not be held re-|
sponsible, - S |

“I don’t want the patien;sJ
who are getting out now to go !

through the saime thing 1did,"” |

says ~Willie. €, it
s'eem;&wi at ¢h rew.
me out. They & on
vour own. 'w 4 lli

here¥ When the ’-?i'ni"“’o?ou
ﬂk-;.v d:a;t vei:éi.’v‘msg(}
ut : 'ﬁ“" 0
be like and m you have to
do to survive. So you learn to
survive any way you can. But
You can't survive without mo-
ney. And if you don't have
money you're going to rip off
anybody in order to survive.'
* Willie's latest return to Wil-
lowbrook last week brought
the usual reception of secu-
rity guards with clubs order-
.ing Willie off the premises.

I was sitting in the gym
listening to records. and they
came in and told me that I
was goinﬁ out to the station-
house,” Willie says. “I told
them they had to be crazy. I
saw them coming at me with
clubs so I got a pipe for
- defense.” - -

‘When asked why he returns
to a place he knows will bring
only trouble, Willie sald, *
was here for seven years, I
grew up here. T don't know
anyone on the outside."".

Mrs. Thompson claims that
because Willie has just been
released from prison and
since he has no family and no
|-skill, **he has to come back
' here. The patients here sheak
him food or they manage to
get him into the dormitories
tosleep for the night.” -

- “Getting him a home is the
| first order of business, " said
one social worker who has
Itaken up *Willic's. _cause.
““We're going to try amd gef!
him f'{l"lémpm'aaxﬁf addréss so
that he-can qualify for emér- |
gency public assistance while 4
we're trying to get him job
training.™ : :
" Attempts to find Willie a job
ended last vear when the Job
“Corps rejected Willie's appli-
cdtion for training -- despite
the fact that he passed the
exam. ;

“At the Job Corps,” says

Willie, ““they’'re supposed to
rehabilitate you and give you
a trade. You get a diploma
and you come out with a
certain amount of. learning.
| They shouldn't be worried
about whether you've been in
jail or not. People look at me
like I'm a menace to society.
Like I'm a criminal or an
ex-con. I know I'm going to
have to face this for the rest of
my life."” .

On his own, Willie tried the
Manpawer Offices in St. Geor-
ge. to no avail, and was even
hoping to get a job on the
srounds  of ,Willl_m\;zbro_oic.

rlETE Was an applicat g
:f#;ﬂ.,; el bgd od ¢ %
Drook as a resident,'* he says,
“But it was denied. They ever
“told me not to bother applying

Fage 2 o7 = P~



