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State may appeal -

Willowbrook ruling

| By RAYMOND A. WITTEK

Conflicting views surfaced
yesterday on the ramifications|
of a judge's decision which will;
eventually require the state to|
follow a specific program for
the care and treatment of al
profoundly retarded 22-year-old|
woman who has spent more
‘than half her life at Willow-
'brook State School.

! On the surface, Supreme,
Court Justice Vito J. Titone's;
ruhnc on Adrienne Renelli]
|appeared to offer a glimmer of}
{hope for her and for others like
{her who have been, as the judge
{said, ‘“‘warehoused” in state
institutions. ‘
Dr. Miordrig Ristic, Willow-!
Ibrook’s director, noted that
lthere is a possibility the state‘
attorney general’s office may
decide to appeal Titone's
decision. t

He expressed wonderment
over the power of the judge
to take the action he did and
the applicability of  the!
decision—whether it  applied!
only to Adrienne or to other:
residents in state schools for
the mentally retarded.

For the most part, Titone|
dealt specifically with Adrienne|
in directing attorneys for both'
sides to formulate a program
designed to ‘“afford her the
opportunity to be taught the
elementary functions she is’
capable of.”

From a practical point of
view, legal sources said, the
Mental Hygiene  Department
cannot come up with a program
solely for Adrienne’s benefit.
What it must do for one it must;
do for all, the sources said.

Dr. Ristic, who had not read
the decision, took exception ml
“this type of reasoning.” He;
said it “doesn’t necessarily!
follow” that what the state
provides for one 1t must provide
for all.

Perhaps even more important
from a legal point, the sources
said, parents may cite Titone's
decision—especially if it is

upheld in the appellate courts—

in future court cases where they
claim their children are not
receiving proper care and treat-
ment in state schools for the
mentally retarded.

Titone’s decision _parallels if
Imany aspects a class ~ actign

being brought by parents .of;
residents at Willowbrook Staté
School - in  Brooklyn = Federa
|Court in which they . seek /to
jestablish the right of /‘thei
wmentally retarded to effgctlvel
and adequate care and Areat-
;ment. ;
| In commenting on the chief]
point in Titone's decision—the|
ipreparation of a  specific|
program for  Adrienne—Dr. |
Ristic said it is his ‘“‘goal” to!
have written . programs|
prepared for eyery resident
which can be made available|
to parents “‘without going to
court.” £

Dr. Ristic sfld his plan would
involve the periodic review of

each patient's . case ‘and a
constant updatmg of records. 1t
was this very point which
Titone  emphasized in his
decision—that Adrienne had
never been tested or evaluated
since she entered Willowbrook
12 years ago and after her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. John
Renelli of the Bronx, brought
the court action, nearly a year

ago.
At a hearing that spanned
three months, witnesses

testified that”Adrienne had been

placed in custodial care after
she arrived at Willowbrook: and
except for  sporadic, un-
successful attempts by ward
attendants to toilet .train her

and teach her to eat there was
no training program for her for
all intents and purposes. - ;
Witnesses called by Mr. and
Mrs, -Renelli's: s attorney,

Congressman “Mario Biaggi,

testified that while Adriennej
was a “borderline trainable”
case—she
quotient of 28—she could be
placed in a training pmgram. f

In addition to seeking in-
dividual care and treatment for
Adrienne, Mr. and Mrs. Ronelli,
who also have a normal child,
claimed that their daughter had
been physically abused while at
Willowbrook. The judge,
however, said he found no
evidence of this. e [

Mr. and Mrs. Renelli brought
the proceeding originally in the
Bronx, but the case was later
transferred to Staten Island.

The parents went to court
after making more than 100
complaints to school authorities
and getting “little satisfaction,”|
the judge said.

Titone noted that he ordered
the protracted hearing only
after efforts had failed to arrive
at an “aumca!ﬂe solutxon," and

’Eat the state had Hatly turned

down his proposal for an im-
partial panel of experts to work
out solutions to the shocking’
conditions at Willowbrook which
iwere first exposed by the Ad-
vance.

In commentmg on the genera’]
conditions at Willowbrook as a
result. .of .these disclosures,
Titone praised the Advance and
others in news media as func-
tioning “‘in the finest traditions
of a free press.” He said that
the newspapers and TV stations

“not only revealed the situation
but have refused to ‘let it die.””

CITY LAWS

Titone cited sections in the
old and new Mental Hygiene
Laws and the U.S. Constitution
to support his conclusion that
Adrienne had a right to
adequate treatment and had
failed to receive it.

He held that merely to place
;a person like Adrienné in an
institution and then ‘“forget
her” is the same as l.mpnson-
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