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W:Ilowbrook A Gnm View

| By JOSH FRIEDMAN
/ A Wisconsin nurse who has
evaluated over 40 institutions

| for the mentally retarded’

 said in Brooklyn Federal
l Court today that the Willow-

brok State School is “one of .

the worst I've ever seen.”

“There’s no use of new
| techniques or approaches.
{ There’s mnot enough staff.
' There’s not enough food or
supplies. It's filthy,” said Pa-
| tricia McNelly, who spent
three days at Wﬂlowbrook
Jast month.

Mrs. McNelly described
Willowbrook in the second
day of a federal civil trial on
conditions in the institution.
A Group Action

brought by a group of pa-
rents and two organizations
representmg retarded per-
sons.

Judge Orrin Judd i

The class action” suit was

~'They are asking Federal‘
order‘

the  state “to provi g Just s “’_1

minimally adequate care” to
residents at Willowbrook. -

The state contends it is
doing its best. -

Mrs. McNelly is a prosecu-
tion witness. She has evalu-
ated institutions for the
Joint Commission on Hospi-
tal Accreditation which has
sent her throughout the
country. She has toured
European institutions for the
World Health Orgammtmn
and direets nursing services
at a school for the retarded
in Madison, Wis.

Mrs, McNelly, who partici-
pated in drawing up the com-
mission’s - guidelines . for

schools for the rebarded. said
the key to solving Willow-
brook’s problems would be
an increase in skilled person-
nel.

A Tea.m Approach

staff contact with resudents,
she said.

“Within a year and some-
times-less residents im-
proved markedly,” she tes-

“tified.

Mrs. Nelly added that, ac-
cording to the commission’s
guidelines, Willowbrook has
only abcut a third of the
registered and licensed prac-
tical nurses it needs.

‘And they don’t seem to
be recruiting new nurses al-
though the New York area
produces more new nurses
than any other part of the
country,” she said.

. The result of the staff
shortage, Mrs. McNelly testi-
fied, is a decline of most of

Wﬂlowbrook’s residents. |

-“There’s no way of holding
what little the residents had
when they came in. They’re_
“just allowed to deteﬁorite%"
she toold the court, .



