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By JOSH FRIEDMAN

up and beca.use there isn’t

one ever really told me what

Dr. William Bronston is in enough Staff T've gﬂt to to do," she said.

| charge of medical care in a
building at Willowbrook, the
state school for the mentally
retarded. ;

On two weekends recently
‘— in September and last
month—he carried a camera
and took notes on his rounds.

He described the results
in Brooklyn federal court
yesterday during testimony
in a suit seeking improved
conditions at Willowbrook.

“This is a picture of Pa-
tricia. She had allegedly
fallen off the edge of a table
and incurred this deep gash,”
he said.

“This is another patient
Note the punctures and
v-shaped cuts. My experience
shows that these are caused
by [large] keys.”

Another picture ot two
feet.

“Foot infection ls enor-

| mously common at Willow-

brook,” Bronston said. “The
two causes are lack of ade-
quate care and filthy condi-
tions. Look at the detergent
eating away at his feet.”
A picture of arms covered
with running sores. :
“This ulcer is repeatedly
kept open because she has
nothing else to do on the
ward but pick it.”
Bronston, one of the first
professionals to openly de-
scribe his experiences at Wil-
lowbrook to reporters, blamed
the problems on an inad-
equate, overworked staff.
“The only thing the staff
i has- time to react fo are
erises. So the :esldents ac’t

keep 50 per cent of my res-
idents in a stupor on major
tranquilizers,” he testified.

" “Whether there is _enough
staff at Willowbrook is the
key to the trial which be-
gan yesterday.

A group of parents and
two organizations represent-
ing the retarded have asked
U. S. District Court Judge
Orin Judd to order the state
to improve conditions at the
‘Staten Island Institution.

The state, which has won
two postponements of the
trial since March, contends
it is doing its best and needs
only time to eomplete the
job. -

.But yesterday Eronston.\a
supervising nurse and 10 par-
ents said- conditions at the
school had been deterlcrat-
ing. -

Supervis!ng N u r.se Inez
Stevens, who runs three
buildings at night, remem-
bered Nov. 14 in her testi-
mony. -

‘Tt was very busy, " she
said, “At one time, I had two
lacerations, 4 selzure and a
disturbed patient. 'm the on-

" 1y nurse on duty. I didn’t

know wheré to go. It's jus
too much for one person.”

Conditions at Willowbrook
are so chaotic, Miss Stevens’
said, that she was placed in
charge of the buildings Jast
September without formally
being instructed ont her re-
sponsibilit‘es :
s,

S

Bronston said that over-
worked plumbers did not
have time to fix stopped-up
toilets and overworked at-
tendents did not have time
to flush those that do work.
‘Out of Toilet Bowls’

“And since there are no
water fountains, most of the
residents drink directly out
of toilet bowls filled with ex-
crement,” he said. |
. A Brooklyn parent recalled
when her daughter was al-
legedly beaten on Oct. 24. |

“T called that day and they
said she was fine but then
one of the lawyers told me
, she had been beaten,” she
sald
“%“S0 I called back and they
still said she was fine until
T told them what the lawyer
had said. Then they said
“That’s right. She was beat-
€n witfh keys but we can’t ‘
tell you anymox-e’ 4 : .:

‘Today, the defense was ex-
pected to call several ex-
perts, including Dr. James
Clements, president-elect of
« the American Assn. on Men-
‘tal Deficiency. He and the
other experts _have
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