By JOSH FRIEDMAN
“The father of a 20-year-old
resident of the Willowbrook

State School for the Mentally.

Retarded testified today that
in- the” 14 years his son has
been at the institution he
has lost an eye and five
teeth, and suffered two head
injuries.

“Stevie lost an eye four
years ago,” Ben Rosepka
said of his son. “It took them
weeks to even look at it
when it was swollen, and
then one day they called me
and told me they were sorry
but he had lost his eye.”

Rosepka, who tearfully
described his son’s decline,
was one of several Willow-

brook parents testifying in~

Federal Court today in a
class action suit being

brought against Gov. Rocke-

feller, State Mental Hygiene |

Commissioner Alan Miller
and several Willowbrook of-
ficials.

Other parents told of inci-
dents of untreated burns, an
ear bitten off, a finger mis-
takenly amputated and unre-
ported beatings.

A supervising nurse at
Willowbrook testified that
conditions there were "dn-
plorable.”

“The cockroaches have
taken over the building,”
said Inez Stevens, who has
been at Willowbrook since
February. “I found one in an
oxygen tent and they pour
out of the drawers in the
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‘When. ‘stiown a state per-‘ 5
sonnel schedule giving the |
number-. of abtendant,s lﬂd:;
nurses 1h the building under
his supervision, Miss Stevens
said the real number of
workers was half that claim-
ed by the state.

The suit, being heard by
Judge Orrin Judd in Brook-
lyn Federal Court, has been
filed by several parents, as
well as the New York Assn.
for Retarded Children and
the Willowbrook chapter of
the Benevolent Society for
Retarded Children.

They are represented by
the Legal- Aid Society-and
the New York Civit leertles ?
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“The parents are askmg the |

‘court to oorder the state to ]

improve “conditions” at tzhe
school.

Bruce Ennls, a New York
Civil Liberties Union attor-
ney representing some of the
parents, said brutality inci-
dents are "everyday occur-
ances.” ;

“They tell us about a bro-
ken finger here, an ear bitten
off there, lost eyes, a couple
of deaths-—things that are
just routine at W.lllowbrook ¥
he said.

Two young Wllrlowbrook
attendents were arrested
earlier this month on charges
of beating three young boys

_with broomsticks. -

Ennis also o‘har&ed t.hat f:he
Willowbrook “administration
is “rushing m éloﬂ'nes" %o ihe

~

institution because of the at-
tention expected to - be
focused there thls week

“One of our mformants
said he’s mnever seen such
hustle and bustle in all the
time he’s been there,” said
Ennis. “But it doesnt make
any difference. It’s like put-
ting a Band-Aid on a 12-inch
gash.” ‘

The suit, which was origi-
nally brought last March,
was postponed by Judge
Judd to give the state a
chance to show improve~
ments at Willowbrook.

But Jerry Gavin, a Bene-
volent Society director, said
that few changes have been
made there despite press at-
tention over the past year.



