State’

By EVERETT R. HARVEY |

| The state agency responsible
for Willowbrook State School
filed an answer in Brooklyn
Federal Court yesterday on an
earlier court order requiring it
to establish a ‘timetable to
/improve conditions at the in-
;stitution. i
‘ Responding to an Aug. 2 order
by Judge Orrin G. Judd to
detail by Monday progress the|
state agency has made by
Sept. 1, and gains the agency
hopes to achieve by Dec. 31,
the answering affidavit was

filed by Frederic Grunsherg,
deputy commissioner .of the
State Mental Hygiene Depart-
ment in charge of mental
retardation’ and children’s|
services. :

Judd had ordered the state
to respond to the offer of help
ifrom parents of Willowbrook|
residents and {o describe how|
their services could be used. |

Simultaneously, he postponed|
any decision on a preliminary'
injunction against the school’s
operation and agreed to con-
solidate the suits by individual
parents and by groups, in-
cluding the”Staten Island Legal
Aid ‘Sotiety, 7the State,  Civil
Liberties Unign and the State
Associatipn for Retarded;
!Children on the\pefifioners’ joint
request.

Judd outlined that the areas
for response are petitioners’
demands for  medical
examinations for all 5,000 in-
stitution residents, increases in
the - number of attendants and
physical therapists, elimination
of seclusion practices, provision
of carts containing emergency
supplies, delineation of
emergency escape procedures
and indefinite continuance of
the freeze on admissions. |

Grunsberg replied yesterday
that the agency has negotiated
at length with the petitioners
to  determine feasibility of
utilizing 70 volunteer physician
days to aid in the examination
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of 1,050 Willowbrook residents.

“But their proposal,” he said,
“would also require the agency
to hire a battery of consultants
and administrators, at a total
expense of approximately
$38,000.”

Grunsberg said that while his
agency is anxious to utilize the
volunteer physician services
and is in basic agreement with
the petitioners over the
organization. and substance of,
the screening, the agency and
the petitioners have not hbeen'
able to agree on the selection
of the overall medical super-
vision for the program.

Grunsherg said his agency
decided to use the services ofl
Dr. Cyrus Stimson, chief of
services at Manhattan State
School, as supervisor of the
testing, rather than hire a|
physician from Massachusett
as suggested by the petitioners,
to save expenses and hecause
he could devote more time fo
the project than the phyician.

A nine-month long medical
evaluation of every Willowbrook
resident, under the supervision
of Dr. Stimson, began Oct. 15.
It will include ‘“‘approximately
a 12-test chemical profile and a
review of the resident’s im-
munization record, gathered

{through the use of a system

developed by Dr. Harold A.
Decker called “A System for

‘Planning and Achieving
Comprehensive Health Care in

Residential Institutions for the
Mentally Retarded,” a system
tested in ‘“at least five in-
stitutions.”

PANEL OF EXPERTS

Children under 16 years of
age will be examined by
pediatricians and the remaining
patients by general physicians,
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Grunsberg said the final
report to ‘‘evaluate and sum-
marize the information” will be,
compiled and drafted by a
panel of ‘‘expert physicians.”

Grunsbherg identified the
experts as, Dr. Harry Gordon,|
director emeritus, Rose F.
Kennedy Center for Mental
Retardation and Human
Development, Albert Einstein!
{College of Medicine, Yeshiva|
University; Dr. Lawrence Taft,
associate director for clinical
services and training programs;
Dr. Margaret Giannini,
professor of pediatrics, New
York Medical College and
director of the Mental Retar-
dation Center of Valhalla.

Grunsberg said he didn't
agree with the petitioners’
proposals for hiring 581 at-
tendants over the authorized
llevel and questions them as to
“a feasible solution to improve
the care of the residents on the
wards,” since an incresase of

25 per cent in personnel “in
such a short time” would
jeopardize our effort to improve
the quality of the resident care
workers  through  unfavored
iselection, training and standard
lof performance.

“We are now ready to im-
plement  another important
'step,” Grunsberg said, “through’
the development of a
’housekeeping staff  separate’
from the ward therapy services‘I
|(attendants). ‘

“This houskeeping staff will
undetake the heavy cleaning'
and housekeeping duties on the
wards ... relieving the at-

tendants from such duties, so
they could devote all their time
to the residents .,.. Fur-

thermore, it will now be
possible to establish a much
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