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Nicholas Jacobellis of the Society for the Preyentlon of Cruelty to Children escorts Barbara Slayton, left, and

Rita Garner out of the St. George stationhouse, where they were hooked on charges of assault in conneetion
with allegedly beating two children patients at Willowbrook,”

By. ARTHUR M. SMITH
~ and WILLIAM REYCRAFT

In an effort to crack a wall
of silence and fear surrounding
reported acts of brutality at
Willowbr ook State School,
witnesses to the alleged beating
Sunday of three severely
retarded boys were given 24-
hour protection yesterday fol-
lowing the arrest of two women
attendants in the case.

The ward attendants, one of
whom is 17 years old, were
arrested by officers of the
Society for the Prevention of

Cruelty to Children, which' has

been conducting an eight-month
investigation into alleged child
abuse at the institution, .

Soclefy officials are peace of-
ficers with power of arrest.
Charged ' with, mlsdemeangr
assault and., ipairing the|
welfare of an incompetent were.
Barbara Slayton, 21, of 163 York
Ave., New Brxglhton, and Rita
Gamer 17, of 177 Contmental
PL Mamners Harbor.
Emplcryes and attendants at
Building 6 who claim to have
witnessed the beating, in which
the children were allegedly
struck with a broom handle,
received round-the-clock protec-
tion at an undisclosed location.
Sources close to the case said
Department of Mmtal Hygiene
to . shield -potential . witnessés

from possnble m§ mhmzda—

The three boys, ranging in/

age from '10 to 12, were!
reported to have suffeﬂ

‘bruises and cuts, A blqo«istamed
broomstick™ ' was ¥
recovered as evidence.

William Katz, director. of bhe
society who made the arrests
yesterday at Willowbrook,
declined comment on -.the’
number of witnesses under
guard, the condition of the
children or the incident itself. |

He would say only -that the
‘society’s investigation, begun
‘quietly after the conclusion of
ipublic hearings on Willowbrook
ilast ‘January, indicated that
cases of .child abuse @t the
institution ~ were ~*pot -un-
common” ‘and ﬂ:at *a ‘climate
of fear”. jaad puvealed ‘thew
lexmsure.;
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