By RAYMOND A. WITTEK
An. attendant at Willowbrook

State School, a high school
graduate who had the beneflt
of a three-week orientation to| ]
prensre for her job, testified;
yesterday she took it upon’
herself to decide when and for|
how long she would try to train
22-year-old Adrienne Renelli, fo
eat with utensils or to dress
herself.

The attendant, Mrs. Eunice
‘Lee Howell of East Orange,)
IN.J., said she had “too many
peuple to handle’ in her ward
to give Adrienne = more ‘at-
{tention.. At the time, Adrienne
\was_ among 63 mentally

and Mrs. John Renelli.

Too many to handle
says Wlllow’brpok cude

retarded patients then in -Ward

A of Building 22. The patients

lwere cared for by two to five
.attendants.

| Mrs. Howell said she gave up
trying to teach Adrienne after
about a week. Experts have
said that Adrienne, despite an
IQ of 28, is capable of learning
rudimentary self-care steps.

Mrs. Howell testified at the

third day of a Supreme Court
hearing into allegations that
‘Adrienne, who also is ‘an
\epileptic, had been mistreated
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|during the 12 years she has
‘been gt Willowbrook and -that
the: ‘state failed to provide her
twnih trammg{ programs that

Adrienn®’s pa nts,'( Mr.
Mrs. John Renelli of the Bronx,

are seeking a court order that
would compel the state Mental

‘Hygiene Department which has

jurisdiction ‘over ‘Wﬂlow“brob"k
to take ! steps’ “to _
Adrienne’s_ safety and health

and ,pravide her with training
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| Adrienne Renelli, a resident for the past 12 yvears at Willowhrook State School, ,
gets assistance from her family’s attorney, Bronx Congressman Mario Biaggi, |
‘right, in the County Courthouse, St. George. She is flanked by her parents, Mr.,‘,

I

|programs to hdli !:er grow as
a human being..

Mrs. Renelli saLd yesterday
she and her -husband brought
the court -action <in &n~ effoi‘ti

tlight atondxt;ens t
Willowbmoi. »ﬁ 3 Mrs.

Renelli’s att 1
Mario Bi
he hopesgtz'naf%
of the Renellis will benefit all,
patients at Willowbrool 1]
as those throughdlit
Assi ﬂ ant

M
General Judith "“Gordon has
'conceded that the state is under
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’an obligation {0’ “¢are for
}Willowbrook’s residents. . She
ymaintains that the school took
steps to safeguard residents,
but it cannot prevent or be held
responsible for all accidents at‘
the institution. i
Adrienne  appeared briefly
yesterday at the courthouse[
before  being  returned toi
Willowbrook, where she is being|
!‘kept in the school’s medical
ibuilding under a court order.
Among the allegations of
|Adrienne’s parents is that she!
|had been beaten and assaulted|
lat the school. Her -mother:
'estimated she had

suffered
more than 100 injuries while at
the institution.

Under cross-examination by
Mrs. Gordon, Mrs. Howell said
she never saw an attendant or,
a hospital employe assault a
patient during the nine years

she has been at the school.” =
Mrs. Howell, who had
Adrienne in her ward from last
October until February, told of
one accident last January when
ishe said Adrienne suffered an
epileptic seizure and fell. to the
floor, suffering a swollen eye.
She estimated she had five
“assaults” daily in her ward

in  which patients suffered
various injuries. s
Mrs. Howell, under

questioning by Biaggi’s law
partner, Bernard Ehrlich, said
ishe applied for a job at
‘Willowbrook in 1963. “I just
‘walked in and asked for a job,”
she said. There were no
requirements for the position.
Her only prior experience. was
that of a factory worker. .
She said she then underwent
a | three-week indoctrination
period in which she was in-
istructed in child care, “TPR”
(temperature, pilse and
jrespiration) and how to ad-
iminister medication. In regard
to medication, she said she was
instructed on how “to use the,
right patient, the right dosage
at the right time.” . »
In Building 22, which houses
the severely retarded, Mrs.
'Howell said she was neyer

how_to care’ for each patient,
When Adrienne wat' assigred to
her ward in Oétober, she was
‘merely informed that Adrienne
had to be fed, given medication
and supervised.

No one ever told her that
Adrienne had the ability to
learn to feed herself, as experts
for the petitioners have

testified. Mrs. Howell said she
tried to toilet train Adrienne

and to teach her to eat with
a utensil, but gave it up after
about a week.

She estimated she had abouf

/half an hour in the morning
to feed breakfast to approx-
imately 30 patients. Follow-|
ing  breakfast, she said
Adrienne as well as others
received what she indicated was
the only training program,
known as “Activity of Daily
Living.” :

Whatever training Adrienne
received in the ward was ob-
tained through her, Mrs. Howell
said. »
| Mrs. Howell said the school
thad monthly meetings with
supervisors and others, in-
cluding attendants, to discuss
the progress of patients and
determine -what programs they
could take part in, but she
indicated that “in Adrienne’s
fcase this consisted ~only = of
Activity of Daily Living, in-
terspaced with outdoor trips
three times a week. 5

She said Adrienne received
two  medications ~ =
tranquilizer and an anti-seizure
medicine which was placed in
her food. \

During the nine years she has
been at Willowbrook, Mrs.
Howell said she knew of no in-
service training programs for
attendants.

If she saw residents fighting,
Mrs. Howell said she. tried to
separate them and, if possible,
distract them. She said she did
not . punish ‘them for such
behavior. S el
-~ The hearing resumes today. **



