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Willowbrook

Albany, Sept. 13 (NEWs Bureau)
»— For the first time in 14 years
the population of the Willow-
brook State School on Staten
Island has dropped below 5,000,
the state reported yesterday.
There were 4,977 patients in the
fnstitution. ‘

Since scandals of over crowd-
fng and maltreatment of patients
rocked the school, the State De-

artment of Mental Hygiene has |
Eeen transferring patients to re-
lieve over crowding and hiring
hundreds of new staff members. |

Dr. Frederic Grunberg, deputy
eommissioner for mental retar-
dation and children’s serviess,
gaid the deatht rate was 40%
below last year. i

“Although the decline in resi-
dent wopulation and in deaths in-
dicate we are making progress,
we stil! have. a jong Way fo 2o

_ to reach the goals set for Wil-
Towbrook.” Grunber gaaid. = o




